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Students Elect New Council

Hound Idol 2007:
Fun, Music and $50 Bills

by: Karissa Donkin

by: Tamara Buckley

On Wednesday, April 11th in the Dennis Knibb Auditorium, SJHS put their own
twist on the “Idol” genre. Dancers, singers and bands competed for the prestigious
title of “Hound Idol”, and a winner was chosen from each of the 3 categories. Each
winner received $50 and a chance to represent SJHS at the District competition to be
held at the Imperial Theatre, which will be judged by former Canadian Idol contestant
Brandon Jones. The competition began as a way for schools to raise money after
losing funding from the vending machines. The profit of this year’s show will go to
building a Teen Resource Center.

The show was hosted by the charming Brian Beckett and dashing Mitchell Pert.
The judges for the competition were Ms. Gallagher, Mr. Larsen and Mr. Hachey.

One of the bands competing was “The Goodfellas”, last year’s winner in the
bands category. The band members were Corey Reid, Peter Ellefsen, Colin Thompson
and Levi Ellingwood. The other band competing was “The New Age Heroes”, made
up of Ben Whitney, Greg Pert, Andrew Mott, Corey Bourque and Alex Hachey. Both
received praise from the judges, especially from Ms. Gallgher.

Next up was a special performance by Phil Marmen and his band, featuring Ben
Marmen, Kyle Suttie, Alec Macintosh and Derek Vihvelin. They performed “Wild
World” by Cat Stevens, and although they were not competing for the title, they were
entertaining to all who came to watch.

Then, the dance portion of the competition began. The three contestants were
Jane-Alison McKinney, Charlotte Bursey and Fantasha Hoyt. Competition was fierce
and it seemed that anyone could take the title as all three had received lots of praise
from the three magnificent judges. Drumrolls could be heard from all around the
auditorium as everyone anxiously waited to see who would win.

And finally, last but certainly not least, there was the solo vocal competition.
Once again, there were only two competitors. Kaylah Jackson was up first and she
performed a number by Christina Aguilera. She was followed by Corey Bourque who
dazzled the audience with his singing and guitar playing.

The winners were not announced until the very end of the show. While the
judges deliberated, Phil Marmen’s band took the stage again and performed “Col-
lide” by Howie Day. Charlotte Bursey and Fantasha Hoyt also took the stage again
and performed a dance together from the popular musical, “Wicked”. Once the deci-
sions had been made, each contestant was presented with a brand, spankin’ new $50
bill from the SRC Executive.

The winners of the prizes ($50 bills) were “The Goodfellas” for the band compe-
tition, Jane-Alison McKinney in the dance portion and Corey Bourque in the solo
vocal portion. Congratulations to all that won, and all those who competed deserve
praise as well.

All in all, “Hound Idol” was a huge success thanks to all of the musical and
dance talent we have here at Saint John High School. Marissa MacMillan, a grade 11
student who attended the event, said that she “enjoyed” it. And I must say that I will
be looking forward to attending next year’s “Hound Idol”.

As the second semester approaches its
end, the younger students of Saint John High
school are given the opportunity to exercise
their right to vote, and elect representatives
to lead their student body the following year.
The students gather in the auditorium, and
hear the campaign promises and projects, as
the candidates attempt to make their case as
to why they would be the best choice.

This year, 7 students ran for secretary, 2
ran for treasurer, four students ran for VP
and another four ran for the position of presi-
dent. With that kind of competition, it is no
small wonder that the school walls were
coated in election posters and slogans for
weeks leading up to the election assembly.
Posters of the Pussycat Dolls may have no
political merit, but pop culture was a com-
mon theme in the campaign slogans.

Pop culture moved beyond the slogans
and into the campaign speeches as well.
These speeches contained many references
to pop culture, lots of machismo, and some
border-line racist catch-phrases. Ironically,
the candidates did not seem to make many
campaign promises, but still managed to cap-
ture the attention of the audience. I suppose

it would be rather naïve to believe that stu-
dent elections are based on scholastic
achievement, because students want a coun-
cil that they can understand, not a group of
the academic elite. This was certainly re-
flected in the candidate’s presentations. Each
speech aimed to be entertaining, and easy
going, while at the same time suggesting a
quality of leadership, something they suc-
cessfully accomplished.

This past year we have had a great SRC,
but the students have voted in a fresh new
council, one that I think will take the student
body in a new direction. For president, the
students have elected Owen McCausland,
for VP for they have chosen Pat Bonner, for
treasurer, Joe Valdick, and for secretary, Dylan
Crawford. I admit, I was a bit surprised at the
boundaries that were pushed in a lot of the
campaign speeches, but the students seemed
to be entertained. But then again, what makes
a campaign speech like racial slurs, and
ghetto euphemisms?
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NHL Violence by: Justin French

Fighting really hasn’t been an issue in
the NHL until this season. The players are a
lot bigger and stronger than they used to be,
and can pack more of a punch if in a fight.

Over the past month there have been
many hockey “insiders” who have been de-
bating whether fighting should be taken out
of the game, due to player injuries. Then the
coaches got into the action and contributed
their opinion; next came the players them-
selves.

The “insiders” are going back and forth
at each other giving reasons why fighting
should be eliminated, and why it should stay.
ESPN analyst and former NHL center Bill
Clement said, “I have always believed that
far more people come to games to see the
fights than stay away. One aspect of the hu-
man makeup seldom changes, and it is our
sense of morbid curiosity. ... Fighting sells!”

Some coaches believe it should be taken
out of the game because they are losing too
many players to injury. Edmonton head coach
Craig McTavish spoke out, “I’ve been say-
ing all along that someone is going to get
really seriously hurt.”

The players thought they should have
a say since they are the ones getting involved
so Jeremy Roenik said, ‘’I think you’re going
to lose fans, as much as I hate to say it. You’d

If you walk down the halls of SJHS, you’ll notice that several other people may be
wearing the same shirt as you, or the same pants, shoes, and so on. This is really no surprise
because, quite frankly, there are very few stores to choose from in Saint John’s good ’old

McAllister Mall.
You know,  there

is American Eagle,
Athlete’s World, Ga-
rage, Pseudio, etc.,
and that is it. It is very
difficult these days to
be original and have
your own sense of
“style” when there are
so few possibilities.
Go to the States and
you will see malls with
three stories and they
have many stores to
shop in.

When a popular
store at the mall comes
out with new clothing,
you will see everyone
wearing it. I find it very
difficult to buy any
clothes at American
Eagle, for example,

without having dozens of people at school with the same thing. And for this reason, I think
that Saint John should bring in some new stores.

There are approximately 100 stores in McAllister Place and only a possible 10 stores for
teenagers to shop at for clothing, including all different styles. So if you are into skateboard-
ing clothing, you only have 1 store to shop at. If you are more into athletic clothing, then you
have about 2 stores to shop at. Girls who are interested into a more dressy style, have a few
different stores to choose from.

All I am saying here is that I really think Saint John should look into bringing in more
stores for the public; not only for teenagers, but for adults too. After all, our city council is
always trying to bring more people into Saint John and attract tourists, so maybe if we had a
bigger shopping mall then we would bring more people in. I know that there are some new
stores being built at the moment so hopefully they will be a step in the right direction.

Clothing is often worn to “reflect your personality”. So be it! Let’s get some new cloth-
ing stores in Saint John because American Eagle is so last year!

Originality in Clothing
by: Melissa Hayward

like to think everybody comes to see the ex-
citing players do their thing - but there’s a
large amount of people who love the physi-
cal, tough aspect of our sport. And fighting
is a favorite of a lot of people.”

In my opinion fighting has been in the
game for too long, and you can’t take it away
now. A player may be provoked by another
player, but he doesn’t have to fight. It has
always been another exciting part of the
game. Every time a fight breaks out, every-
body gets out of their seat to get a better
look. At the end of the fight the fans and
players usually give the combatants a round
of applause, saluting their efforts. Then the
rest of the game the crowd is waiting to see
what will happen when players get out of the
penalty box.

Student Hygiene by: Melissa Hayward
Hygiene is personal for many people.

But when there is a lack of hygiene, it be-
comes public, and everybody’s problem.
Hygiene is more than just being clean – it is
defined as promoting sanitary practices and
as the maintenance of health. Practicing good
personal hygiene prevents people from
catching and spreading disease, as well as
helping people be confident in themselves
and their bodies. Being clean is very impor-
tant; poor hygiene is just plain unacceptable
and also unhealthy.

Good hygiene includes washing your
body, hands, hair, brushing your teeth, and
all that good stuff. Doing these things regu-
larly will help reduce bacteria on your body.
Yes, having some bacteria is harmless, but a
build-up of it can really damage your health.

In case you didn’t know, once you hit
puberty your body will go through a number
of changes, which require you to pay a lot
more attention to your personal hygiene.
Hormones cause physical changes in your
body, which means taking a lot more time
cleaning and taking care of yourself and deal-
ing with all the fun stuff like acne, bad breath,
and a stronger body odor.

I’m sure that many of you have noticed
while you’re walking down the halls of SJHS

that you sometimes come across some weird,
and not so pleasant, smells. This could be
easily prevented with a nice hot shower and
some soap! Then, why not add some deo-
dorant under those arms? And a little bit of
toothpaste on your toothbrush will surely
take that bad breath away. These are all little
things that can keep you feeling and smell-
ing fresh, and not drowning the person be-
side you in a rotten smell of B.O.

It is your body, so take care of it! And
think of others too.
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Let’s face it, not everybody is born with
the same talents. Not everybody was born
with the ability to find the square route of a
cosine derivative in an integral…or some-
thing.

I have seen an alarming number of stu-
dents fail a math course at some point in their
high school career. It seems to me that many
students are forced into a level of math way
over their head once grade 9 comes. Maybe
it isn’t the students’ fault that they are fail-
ing math.

I’m sure that all math teachers have been
asked, “Why are we learning this?” But is
there really a logical answer to that ques-
tion?

When I was in elementary school, I re-
member learning math that I could apply to
my every day life. But when you learn math
in high school, most of the time you forget it
after you have been tested on it. Perhaps it’s

Mixed Feelings on New
Cell Phone Rules

Stereotyping
of Teenagers

Sucks!
One thing that really bothers me is stere-

otyping. But I’m not really sure what both-
ers me more: teens stereotyping teens or
adults stereotyping teens.

Have you ever been in a store and no-
ticed that one of the employees was follow-
ing you around? I have experienced this and
it’ s quite annoying. Assuming that one stu-
dent will steal something simply because
another student has is an unfair assumption.
If they’re going to use that type of logic,
then they should be following everybody
who comes into their store, or just following
those who look like they may steal instead of
everyone a certain age. Judging what some-
one might do based on their age isn’t much
different than judging someone by the color
of their skin.

Teens stereotyping teens is a little dif-
ferent. It’s more based on what someone
wears or looks like, rather that their age. If
somebody has different clothes or a differ-
ent hairstyle, they may receive the title of a
“freak” or a “loser”. If someone wears black,
they’re automatically labeled a “goth”. Teens
get called “preps”, “gangsters”, “weird” or
anything really just based on how we look.
I’ve heard some people take the stance that
“If they don’t look like me, then they are
weird.” The way people dress should have
nothing to do with the way you see some-
one as a person.

Try not to judge people by the age they
are or by the way they look. Don’t be the
stereotyper because you wouldn’t want to
be the stereotypee!

Why Do So
Many

Students
Fail Math?!

by: Mitchell Pert

by: Emily Abrams

by: Hallie Jewell

Recent modifications or clarifications of
the cell phone policy in SJHS have caused a
lot of debate.  Whether you think it is a point-
less policy or for the good of the school, the
policy is not likely to be revoked any time
soon.

This policy clearly states that cell
phones will not be permitted during instruc-
tion time. However, most students were una-
ware that "instructional time" also includes
before class and during breaks. If any stu-
dent is caught using a cell phone at any time
during the school day, excluding lunch hour,
the cell phone will be confiscated.

As a cell phone policy offender, I have
experienced first hand the consequences of

using a cell phone during school hours. I
was using my cell phone on a Friday  morn-
ing during break, and it was confiscated and
brought to the office.

 My  parent was then instructed to re-
trieve it after school or I would be with out a
cell phone until it could be picked up the
following Monday. I was then informed of
the "serious" risks involved in using cell
phones during breaks. Apparently the use
of cell phones during breaks results in stu-
dents neglecting to turn their phones off for
the next class.

My intention is not to argue with the
policy, as I am actually in favor of the rule
that the use of cell phones in class will not
be tolerated. Students are often caught text
messaging or even talking on phones during
classes and this does distract that student
and students around them.

“There’s nothing wrong with keeping
cell phones out of class, but I don’t see why
we can't use them at break. My Dad would
be really mad if he had to miss work to come
pick up my cell phone," says Kevin Kincade.

There’s not much we can do about the
cell phone policy. Like it or not, our only op-
tion is to keep cell phones out of class and
use the pay phones if really necessary dur-
ing breaks.

time that we start focusing on the basics.
“I don’t remember my long division.

That’s something I’d like to know how to
do,” said Hallie Jewell, a grade 12 student.
And let’s be honest, how many people can
honestly say that they know all of their mul-
tiplication tables? Who knows, maybe some
day we will be faced with a life or death situ-
ation and have to solve a quadratic function
in order to survive.

Maybe it’s time to rethink the way we
teach math.
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Is The Bible Fact or Fiction?

I’ve recently had a conversation with
another journalism student, Todd Stanton,
about the validity of the Bible. I think it is a
true story, whereas he thinks the opposite. I
am a Christian and I attend church. I don’t
want to make anyone upset, I just want to
state my opinion.

There are some people who don’t be-
lieve that the Bible is in any way truthful.
They question the identity of Jesus of Naza-
reth, who called himself the messiah, and they
call into question whether or not the Bible
tells the true story of his life. The collection
of the scriptures is not recognized as an ac-
curate account of Jesus’ existence, because
it was men who put the book together long
after his death, not Jesus himself.  However,
I believe that when we examine the life of
Jesus as told in the scriptures, and compare
it to what we know to be true historically,
there are not as many inconsistencies as
some would believe.

For instance, people seem to have trou-
ble believing that Jesus truly rose from the
dead, and they choose instead to believe that
the disciples worked together to remove the
body for the sake of those who had followed
Jesus throughout his life. The life and death
of Jesus lines up with our historical docu-
ments; in fact the birth of Jesus was the only
tool we had by which to measure time for
many years. However, this does not neces-
sarily imply that Jesus was anything more
than a mere man. This is obviously an issue
of faith, and cannot be proven by any ra-
tional argument, but I think that by looking
at the lives of Jesus’ followers after his death,
it gives us insight into who Jesus really was.
It is obviously assumed that it was the disci-
ples who would have moved the body, but
11 of the 12 disciples were martyred, and quite
brutally! John was the only one of Jesus’
disciples to die a natural death. The rest were
crucified, beaten, stoned to death, or speared
to death. They were killed because they con-
tinued to preach that Jesus had risen. It
seems a high price to pay for something you
know not to be true.

People have also questioned the ac-
counts of miracles as told in the Bible. Walk-
ing on water, healing the sick, etc. But Jesus
was said to be omnipotent. If you believe
Jesus to be the messiah, it is a ridiculous
thought that his powers were limited to our
own understanding, and our own physical
limitations

Another issue, which Todd addressed,
is that of the creation story, and whether two
people could really have populated the

entire world. Obviously the question of ge-
netics comes up as the children would have
been closely related. However, even outside
of the Bible, society has detected the same
pattern. Research from scientists traces hu-
manity back to one woman in Africa, who
lived roughly 200,000 years ago, and since

then our bodies have evolved with our envi-
ronment. It is impossible to say that the bio-
logical characteristics of the original humans
are wired the same as ours today.

Obviously there is no historical proof
that can solidify that Jesus truly was God,
because that would defeat the purpose of
faith. My goal in writing this article was sim-
ply to share my convictions. Everybody has
their own beliefs and I’m not trying to change
them. I just want people to know what I be-
lieve in and what I think is the truth. I believe
that the Bible is fact, NOT fiction!

I Believe it is Fact      by: Emily Abrams

I recently had a discussion with fellow
journalism student, Emily Abrams about our
views on the Bible. She told me it had to be a
true story, because how else could one ex-
plain God’s existence? Now, I’m not a church-
going individual, but I’m also not an atheist,
and I’ll admit I don’t know much about the
Bible. I’m not trying to offend anybody; I

would simply like to state my opinion on why
the Bible may not be accurate.

My first argument is that the Bible could
have just been a story that someone wrote.
After all, the Bible was not put together as a
volume for a number of decades following
Jesus’ death. One must also consider the
number of books which were left out of the
Bible itself, as it was men who voted on what
would be included in the scriptures. For all
we know, the first book of the Bible may have
been written as an epic, and it was convinc-

ing enough that a large group of people ac-
cepted it as the history of Earth. This may
have led to inspirations from God to write
more books. We could have waited a few
hundred years or so and ended up picking
J.R.R. Tolkien’s “The Silmarillion” as a Bible
of sorts. Then we’d be practicing polythe-
ism and people might wonder what happened
to the dwarves and elves. It could have hap-
pened.

Now, I have some unexplained occur-
rences that I have a basic knowledge of, such
as walking on water and turning water to wine.
How are those events even possible?! We
know of scientific processes, like photosyn-
thesis, but the idea of one man instantly
changing the chemistry of water seems un-
believable. Even more than that is the belief
that Jesus was actually God. It is accepted
that Jesus was a good teacher, but the mes-
siah?

I also find the story of Adam and Eve,
the first two humans on Earth, to be a bio-
logical impossibility to me. I’ve heard they
had innumerable children – which explains
how the Earth’s population came to be —
but how did Eve get enough nine-month pe-
riods of her life to have so many children?
Then I have a problem with the children them-
selves. They had to have procreated and as
I see it, the only options for partners were
one of their many, many siblings or their par-
ents, Adam or Eve. These options are unac-
ceptable. Besides, incest is said to lead to
genetic mutations, and society couldn’t have
developed as much as it has today if muta-
tion was a worldwide family root.

My final unexplained occurrence is faith
healing. I’m for it, as it seems to work, but I’m
skeptical since watching a certain episode of
“House”. There was an episode with a faith
healer who cures by giving the sick a conta-
gious disease that he is unaware he has. I’m
not sure if this is biologically correct, but it
got me to thinking of how faith healers may
truly be curing the ailed. How often is the
healing medically legitimate? We’ve seen
before the power the mind has over the body,
so how can we be sure that it isn’t simply
psychosomatic? Maybe the healing has noth-
ing to do with God at all, but rather is just the
result  of the patient’s state of mine.

So we cannot be completely sure of the
validity regarding the history of the Bible,
but I leave you with a question: Who was it
who witnessed and reported the conversa-
tions between God and Satan in heaven? I’ll
let you draw your own conclusion, but I be-
lieve that the Bible may be fiction, NOT fact.

Saint John High School

I Believe it is Fiction      by: Todd Stanton
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Since July of 2003, an ongoing conflict has raged in the Darfur region of western
Sudan. The tension is between the Janjaweed, a militia group recruited from the tribes
of the Bedouin Arabs, and the “non-Baggara people”, who are mostly African farmers.
The tension rose over scarce land resources, but as of 2003, the Janjaweed rose up after
two separate groups, the Sudan Liberation Army, and the Justice and Equality Move-
ment took up arms against the Sudanese government. In response to the uprising, the
Janjaweed began to pillage towns and villages of the African tribes from which the
rebel forces draw their strength. The Sudanese government has denied any affiliation
with the Janjaweed, however both victims and international observers lay out the
financial, and military support which the government guarantees the Janjaweed.

 Reports of the estimated number of deaths varies between organizations, the
Sudanese government has largely underplayed the conflict, but the United Nations
has cited as many as 400,000 deaths, and as many as 2.5 million are said to be displaced

as of October 2006. The media has
classified the actions in Darfur as
genocide, although the United Na-
tions still refuses to do so. The UN
refers to them, rather as “gross viola-
tions”.

The reports from Amnesty Inter-
national sparked international public
attention towards the conflict, and
numerous rallies have been held to
protest the lack of government ac-
tion in Sudan. With no political will
to actually address the conflict, world
leaders have reduced it to humani-

tarian assistance terms, refusing to take the issue on the legitimate scale of genocide.
Despite mass murder, and rape, the UN report stated that “genocidal intent appears to
be missing”.

We have been in this situation before. Have we learned nothing from Rwanda?
Political leaders waited out that conflict, refusing to take any substantial action on
behalf of the victims, and when the conflict finally passed, they made statements to the
public of their deep regret and shame that they did so little to protect so many. They laid
out the actions they should have taken, to ensure that it wouldn’t happen again.
Following their public apologies, they announced plans and strategies they could use
if such a conflict were to arise again. Now is their chance to redeem their political failure.
There is, of course, no way of bringing back the victims who have already suffered at
the hands of this conflict, but world powers have the means of securing peace for those
who remain. Why is it that our concern seems to extend solely to those who reside
within the confines of our own borders? It is as though because they are not Canadian,
and do not speak English, we have no moral obligation to maintain their safety.

Between our nations there are great cultural differences. We speak different lan-
guages and we follow different religions. Our ways of life are dramatically different, but
all of humanity should be united in one goal: peace. Despite political and ethnic diver-
sities, people could come together on that basic principle. Instead, we ease our con-
sciences by forming committees and attending rallies. All of those things are worthless
if they are not followed by legitimate action.

It is said that humanity, as a whole, is doomed. We are told that “the fall” is
inevitable; genocides will rage, wars will be fought, the poor will continue to starve and
children will continue to die needlessly. We’ve convinced ourselves that there is noth-
ing to be done, because it is the law of nature, as though genocide were simply some
twisted form of social Darwinism. In reality, the only reason people die needlessly is
because those with the power to put an end to the violence, have resigned themselves
to complacency. I would say, however that the only inevitable factor in this situation, is
that Darfur will become yet another item on our list of things we would change, if we
had the chance.

On our hands we’ll mix the blood of the people of Darfur with that of Rwanda. Our
society will grow louder, and busier to block out any conscience or guilt, and we will
move on, a great deal faster than we should.

Failed Humanity by: Tamara Buckley

A typical school year in Canada and the U.S. is approximately 180 days, beginning in
September and ending in June. This leaves students with the summer months of July and
August off. This is not so in many other nations around the world. For instance, Japanese
and German school years last 240 days per year. When given international examinations, our
students are definitely getting more
disappointing results.

The purpose of the 10 month
school year goes back to our agrarian
days. There was a large number of farm-
ing families at the time and the chil-
dren were needed to help out during
the busy summer months. Today, with
fewer family farms and with everything
being mechanized, this is no longer
such a necessity. Perhaps it is time to
rethink how long our school year
should be in our current Internet age.
Also, should we reconsider how this
time could be best spent?

If we wish to play catch-up with other countries per-
haps we could consider a gradual change. Maybe a bit more
focus on core academic subjects such as math, English and the sciences, with a slightly
shorter summer vacation over a few years would allow us to see if the difference in the length
of school year would be significant enough to make the change permanent.

I realize this may not sound like a great idea to students. Who wants to change a good
thing and give up some of our summer vacation. But at the same time the world is moving
ahead at a fairly fast pace and it is an uncomfortable thought that while they forge steadily
ahead, we may be left behind, especially in this technological age. It is definitely food for
thought.

Length of School Year
by: Daniel Stephen
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Now that I’m in high school I can’t help but to reminisce about my middle school years
at River Valley Middle School. I’m going to be truthful. I really didn’t like my first year there.
It’s not an attack on the teachers or the students I just didn’t make a very smooth transition
from elementary school to middle school. When middle school started I was very, very shy
but by the end I was definitely not.

I can’t really put my finger on what it was that I liked so much about River Valley. When
I think about it, there are many things that stand out in my mind. In sixth grade my teacher Mr.
Graham ran out of chalk and we wrote a song about it called ‘Je N’ai Pas de Craie’ (meaning
‘I Don’ t Have Any Chalk’). He would always have his guitar and we would sing songs in
class sometimes and that was one of my favourite things.

My eighth grade social studies teacher, Mr. Sullivan, was a really funny guy. He was
always making jokes and getting the whole class laughing. I asked “Mr. Sully” what he thinks
teachers do differently in middle school that they don’t in high school and he said; “I think
one main thing is that they try to give more independence in HS than MS.  In MS, students
are still unsure, and young, so they need more structure and direction.  In HS, teachers expect
a bit more from you, while giving you the independence you need to develop into adults.”

I asked my seventh grade gym teacher Mr. Shiels what he thought was an important
thing to learn in middle school and he said, “Effort means everything.  Effort is a little thing
that makes a big difference.  Try hard and work hard and good things will happen to you in
life.” I asked my tech teacher Mr. Vincent why he thinks kids like middle school so much and
he answered “Middle School students likely do not have jobs, exams, semester driven courses
and demanding extra-curricular activities so they have more time to just be kids and take part
in extra-curricular activities without the same time demands as high school students.”

I had a lot of other teachers while I was at River Valley and my friends are what made
middle school great. But there’s one thing that Mr. Vincent said to me at the end of my grade
8 year that really stands out in my mind: “Dance every dance.”

Middle School Memories
by:  Emily Abrams

Ever wonder where some of our modern
expressions come from? I do, so I went on a
google search of the origins of expressions
and words.

When you tell your mom you’re going
to ‘hang out’ with your friends at the bonfire
on a summer night, I’ll bet you wouldn’t have
guessed you were going to hang a sign of
occupation near your bonfire. You may also
not know that a bonfire was originally called
a ‘bonefire’ as in olden times a family would
throw the bones from winter meals in a pile
outside and set them on fire to dispose of
them. After hanging out with your friends
you might wish them goodbye, which is a
shortened version of “God bless ye”.

Well, to  cut to the chase (which is the
act of the director cutting scenes out of a
movie to make the chase scene come earlier),
I shall give you a list of common expressions:
close but no cigar (Early USA slot machines
would give cigars as prizes), getting caught
red-handed (a metaphor involving a murderer
with blood on his hands), to kiss it better
(imitating the practice of sucking venom from

Origins Of Expr essions by: Todd Stanton

Mr . McKim: SJHS Superhero
by:  Karissa Donkin

Students of the other unmentionable
Saint John Area high schools have not had
the privledge of experiencing one of Saint
John High School’s natural wonders - Mr.
McKim. Mr. McKim teaches many different
subjects at Saint John High, including social
studies, law and world issues. He also con-
tributes to the school by helping to run the
vast school library and educating students
on the effects of illegal drugs.

So you may ask: “What influenced Mr.
McKim’s choice to be a teacher? I decided to
seek him out myself and find out.

“I chose to become a teacher because I
knew that a quiet, easy job would make me
even crazier than hiccups, which are really
crazy when you think about it.” If he was not
teaching, Mr. McKim would probably be run-
ning his own bookstore, involved in politics
or attempting to gain a position on the cov-
eted Professional Staring Contest Tour.

Mr. McKim is a very enthusiastic
teacher who really puts in that extra effort to
make class “interesting enough to help moti-
vate you” says Grade 12 student Daniel
Landry. He is always happy and excited about
the material he is teaching, and looking for
new ways to make class interesting such as
turning two Grade 9 Social Studies classes
into teams competing against each other for
things like movie days. Having a teacher who
is excited about what he is teaching takes
away from the monotony of the day-to-day
agenda.

He also takes the time to aid struggling
students students by offering extra help and
finding ways for them to achieve bonus
marks. Alan Robichaud, now a Grade 11 stu-
dent, had Mr. McKim as a teacher for Grade 9
social studies. “He didn’t let me give up,”
Alan says of his teacher. “He was really help-
ful.”

A native of Saint John, Mr. McKim also
has many interests outside of school, such
as reading, playing with his four-month-old
daughter, professionally staring at stuff and
playing video games. Mr. McKim is so inter-
ested in video games and reading that he
plans to host a Survivor-esque charity
“Readathon” and a Nintendo charity Wii Ten-
nis Tournament at some point after March
Break.

Also a large enthusiast of our new comic
book section in the SJHS library, Mr. McKim’s
favourite comic book character would be
Spiderman. He admires him because he says
he wasn’t exactly “Mr. Popular” in high
school, but knew that he would be able to
offer something great to others some day.
He cites one of his favourite quotes as, “With
great power comes great responsibility.” He
feels this quote has a “great message”.

Mr. McKim has a lot to offer his stu-
dents, and should be greatly appreciated for
the contribution he makes to us on a daily
basis, and the effort he always puts in to
making his classes as relevant and memora-
ble as possible. Bravo Mr. McKim, and thank
you for all of your hard work!

an open wound), and to bite the bullet (in
times of war before the discovery of
anesthetics, if a surgical procedure had to be
done, a soldier would bite a bullet to prevent
screaming in pain).

Some words we use are derived from
other languages and cultures. Examples of
this are the words hygiene, from the Greek
goddess of health, Hygeia; the head honcho,
from the Japanese word ‘hancho’ meaning
squad leader; and cop (policeman) from the
1500’s English word ‘cap’, meaning to seize.
To get hit in the funny bone isn’t as fun as
the name implies, it’s actually called that be-
cause it’s a pun on “humerous”, which is the
name of said bone in the upper part of the
arm.

The bottom line is (that is, to refer to the
bottom line of a financial report where all the
important info is), sometimes language seems
like Gibberish (named after Geber, an 11th
century Arabian alchemist who wrote his
theories in garbled text), but it’s no reason to
wake up on the wrong side of the bed, going
back to the old superstition that putting down
your left foot first when rising is unlucky.



On the first floor right across from the library you’ll find the SRC room. If you have
never been in there let me describe it to you a little bit. There is a long table where students
usually do their homework or eat lunch. A  bench, recently added by the janitors has
provided some additional much-needed seating to the room. There are two work tables for
our president and treasurer. A number of filing cabinets fill the back portion of the room.
Along the right side is a book shelf that consists of all the binders and accessories that
belong to our committee heads.

I myself am not a member of the SRC, but most of my friends are, so I spend a lot of my
time in that room. I interviewed the secretary of the Student Council Dave Pitts and asked
him about the the SRC room.

“It’ s a place for members of the student council to meet, discuss and plan events,
fundraisers and anything school related,” Dave said. “Also it serves as a place for members of
the student council to relax, because oftentimes they'll be at school far longer than the normal
school hours.” Dave also said: “The room is open to any member of the student body, with the
exception of when members of the SRC are meeting to discuss SRC related things. Everyone is
welcome, no one will be asked to leave.”

It all usually starts with the words “Ok everyone, have a seat,” repeated multiple times. Students continue about their business
without even acknowledging the substitute teacher’s existence and the students seem to enjoy doing this. Finally working up the
nerve to raise his/her voice, the teacher shouts, commanding the students to take their seats and quiet down. Now is this really
needed? I am talking about students taking advantage of substitute teachers.

The students know they can get away with it because usually the substitute is too quiet or nice to tell everyone to shut up. This
wouldn’t be needed if the students would just quiet down and let the teacher do his/her job. The constant chattering in the back, or even
sometimes the front, of the classroom is probably very distracting and upsetting to the teacher.

There are other ways students take advantage of substitutes. Lying! Having a supply teacher come in and ask, “Ok what are we doing
today?” presents the perfect opportunity for the students to lie. Oh and trust me, they snatch up this opportunity like it was 50 bucks on the
sidewalk. And the sad bit is, it is blatantly obvious they are lying, but once again the sub is too nice, or shy, to say anything.

Now I’m not going to stereotype every substitute and say they are all pushovers, but a lot of them are. Not being able to take charge of the
classroom and get the students under control is a huge issue. I’m sure others find this a bit silly as well, and probably want it to settle down a touch.
If you agree with me, next time a substitute is having trouble controlling a class, try and help him/her. They will greatly appreciate it. It lets them do their
job, and actually earn their pay.

Outdoor Pursuts 110:
Enjoying Outside Activities

by: Samantha McDevitt

Mysterious SRC Room

Substitute Teachers: Ar e We
Taking Adventage?

by: Justin French

by: Corey Russell

Love being active? Love the outdoors? Love trying new things? Then Outdoor Pursuits is definitely the course for you! In Outdoor Pursuits
you have the chance to experience many new activities like scuba driving, kayaking, cooking outside, camping, rock climbing and canoeing.

Outdoor Pursuits is a very informative class. It teaches you a lot about first aid and what to do if you ever get lost by yourself in the woods.
Camping is a huge part of this course. Your teacher will teach you what to bring camping: food, clothing, dishes, sleeping bags and the best
materials to keep warm during the night. If you join this class you will be taught how to act as a team member because when you go camping
you are in teams of five or six. It’s important to all work together so things get done fast and right. When you go camping it’s usually
close to a beach. The group will go on hikes that will let you see different types of wildlife. Also you can go exploring with your
group. You could go swimming or play a game. There are many different activities to do when you go camping.

Scuba diving, kayaking, rock climbing, and canoeing are extra bonuses you get if you take Outdoor Pursuits. Most
students haven’t been given the chance to partake in these activities and it’s a great way to experience new and
exciting things.

This class requires an application to be filled out to get accepted. You can find them in the guidance office.
I recommend this class to anyone who enjoys the outdoors. You will have a great opportunity to try new things
and do it all with your friends, and where else would you get the chance to cook a turkey in a garbage can?



Saint John High has a tradition of putting on a musical each year. And, each year, they  turn out to be
fantastic. This year’s musical, the popular Broadway production Cats, was no exception.

The show ran from April 29th-31st. There was also a special premiere for students on April 27th. On
this day, students were able to pay $5 to be relieved from their afternoon classes and see the musical
before it opened to the public. All of the regular shows were attended by not just students, but also
by  parents and community members.

Cats was based originally on a book called, Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats by T.S. Eliot.
Andrew Lloyd Webber put the stories of the cats in this book to music, and the production was born.
The story is based around “Jellicle Cats”, who tell stories of their own lives and other cats’ lives through

song. It is based around a cat named Deuteronomy (played by Graeme McKay) who must choose a Jellicle cat
each year to receive 9 lives.

 Cats includes songs from many genres of music. There are jazzy songs such as “Old Gumbie Cat”, slower songs
like the popular “Memory”, and catchy, upbeat songs like the opening number, “Jellicle Songs” or “The Rum Tum

Tugger”.
Saint John High’s version of Cats received a lot of praise from those who attended the shows. Sam Edwards, a grade 11

student who went to see Cats, gives it “three meows up”. I was lucky enough to see it twice, and I thought the singing and dancing
was fantastic. It was very engaging and I felt like I was watching the actual Broadway production. The costumes and make-up also
deserve recognition; they looked incredibly realistic.

Caroline Driscoll, a grade 11 student who was in the chorus of Cats, said that it was a lot of work to learn all of the songs and
choreography, but at the end it was well worth the effort.

From the production side of Cats, I asked Ms. Blok and Ms. Lutz how they felt about the overall final product. Ms Lutz replied
saying that “everything went smoothly thanks to a huge effort from actors, staff members, parents, and everyone else involved.” She
was “incredibly pleased” with the final product.

Ms. Blok said that they have wanted to do Cats  for a while, but it was “really challenging” because there is so much music and
little to no dialogue in the show. But now was the “perfect time” to put the show on because we are “very fortunate to have enough male

and female talent to fill each and every role.” Ms. Blok also gives praise to the “costume ladies” who were instrumental in making those
wonderful cat costumes.

If you didn’t get a chance to see Cats, you did miss out. Good job to everyone involved, and I’m looking forward to seeing what next year’s
musical will be!

Cats the Musical:
a Purrr -fect Performance!

Leadership 120: Learning
to be a “Team Player”

Leadership 120 is a very good course to take before you leave high school. The skills you learn in this course will
help you throughout your life in whatever you decide to do. The focus of leadership is to teach grade 12 students
leadership skills. Also in this course there is a lot of physical activity in the gym and outside.

Leadership is open to all grade 12 students who are interested in facing new challenges and responsibilities. Stu-
dents will experience leadership roles that will improve communication, teaching and team member skills.

In the Leadership classroom there is a lot of positive energy. Everyone is learning new skills and when
you accomplish your goals it feels great. You have to learn to be very positive and patient. Mr. Cormier,

the teacher of this course had this to add: “The very essence of leadership is being a great team
member, trying new things and risking failure. I think this course creates this kind of atmosphere.”

In Leadership 120 you are required to get at least 30 volunteer hours. Twenty of these hours
must be school-related and the other ten can be done around the city. These volunteer hours
are a must for this course.

Leadership is very different from any other course offered here at Saint John High. It
teaches you valuable life skills you will have forever. For example, during the semester you have

the opportunity to teach grade 9 students. This is positive for both the grade 9 and 12 students.
The graduates need to interact with the puppy hounds and this is a great way to get to know some
new students. The skills you learn in this class you will remember your whole life. After finishing the
course you will see a change in the way you act as a team member. You will want to step up to the

challenge and have faith in yourself to achieve anything you put your mind to.
If you are interested in taking this course there is an application form that must be filled out to be

accepted. They can be found in the guidance office or on the Saint John High website(www.sjhigh.ca).

by: Samantha McDevitt

by: Karissa Donkin
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Kittens vs. Puppies

by: Todd Stanton

“Mom, can I have a pet?” This is a com-
mon question brought up in a household
with children of almost any age. When all
the nagging on the kid’s part and the “a pet’s
a big responsibility” speeching on the par-
ent’s part is over, it is time to select a species
of pet. This process can become increasingly
more difficult depending on how imaginative
the kid is. Parents are usually quick to say no
to crocodiles, flamingos and porcupines.
When the kid asks for a mongoose, the par-
ent finally answers “But where shall we find
enough snakes to feed it?” Said parent may
then suggest getting a kitten or puppy.

The question that remains now is: which
is better, kitten or puppy? Well, I am here to
provide an epic, four round competition to
decide the ultimate pet.

Round One: Hygiene
Cats are always worried about how clean

they are at any particular moment, bathing
themselves regularly. Dogs need to be bathed
by their owners, as they will not do it them-
selves. Also, and I’m terribly sorry to say it
dog lovers, but from what I’ve seen, dogs
thoroughly enjoy rolling in bad smelling stuff,
resulting in more baths. The cats win this
round.

Round Two: Friendliness
A dog’s love is easily obtained: most

times one merely needs to give the dog a pat
on the head or some food. With a cat, you
must try to win its affection, which often in-
volves treats such as milk or meat. A dog
will, for the most part, stay interested in you,
but a cat will most likely get bored with you if
you don’t provide what it wants. The dogs
win this round.

Round Three: Commitment
A cat is a very low maintenance animal.

Canadians have been rolling up the rim for
21 years and it’s that time again, that’s right ‘Rrroll
up the rim’ is back! It’s that time of year when you
see more Tim Hortons cups than usual all over
the ground (probably because they’re mad they
didn’t win).

Most commonly people get the annoying
‘please play again’ but some people are lucky
enough to win something good. However, if you
think it’s taking too many coffees to win that car
that’s because there’s a 1 in 9,007,900 chance!
For the TV it’s 1 in 2,702,270, the cash is a 1 in
540,474, and winning an iPOD is a 1 in 27,024
chance. But hey, here’s a positive for a food prize
its only 1 in 9! In the Atlantic Provinces Tim
Hortons estimates that there are 6 cars, 14 TVs,
71 cash prizes and 1416 iPOD nanos.

To date people have won 12 of the 30
cars, 35 of the 100 TVs, 133 of the 500 cash
prizes, 1114 of the 10,000 iPODs and 4,432,555
of the 30,000,000+ food prizes. The total re-
tail value of all the prizes is approximately
$42,580,539! Since 2001 there have been over
150 vehicles won, over 2.6 million in cash
won and over 500 TVs won! On 2006 92% of
major prizes were redeemed.

Tim’s have given their customers some
tips for rolling up the rim. There’s the
‘squeeze and roll’, ‘firm, steady’ roll!’, ‘the
one thumb’ and the ‘tug-o-roll’. Some peo-
ple (like myself) choose to use their teeth.

No matter how you choose to roll up the
rim make sure you do. Don’t forget and throw
it out because the rim that you forget to roll
will be the car. So run over to the nearest Tim
Hortons and ROLL UP THE RIM TO WIN!

RRRRoll up the Rim to Win!
by: Emily Abrams

The most it will want from you is food, water
and a way to go to the bathroom, be it by
litter box or outdoor privileges. It’ll do the
rest for you. This makes cats perfect for the
slacker types. A dog is a different story, as it
needs food, water, training, grooming, walk-
ing, playing and general pampering; surely a
job for somebody with a lot of spare time or
with a few other people about the house. The
cat wins due to less necessary work.

Round Four: Intelligence
Dogs are like computers, they’re almost

useless unless you train them for a specific
purpose, such as seeing-eye dogs or police
dogs. Without such training you end up with
a run-of-the-mill fetching-type dog. Cats are
born intelligent, and can be taught small
tricks, but would never become something
like a seeing-eye cat, they have an agenda of
their own. This round comes to a tie.

And to tally up the marks, the cats win
3-2. But the whole thing truly boils down to
whether you’re a cat lover, or a dog lover.
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With prom quickly approaching, most girls have already gotten the “perfect” dress,
shoes and accessories. Prom has always been a night to get dressed up and
say goodbye to high school in style. Months of time and prepara-
tion go into planning for this one special night, and it is not
taken lightly by many girls.

The dress is the most important purchase in the
preparation for prom. Many girls will often travel in
search of the perfect and most importantly, original
dress. This is due to the tragic occurrence that has
happened many times in the past: showing up in
the same dress as someone else. Shoes and ac-
cessories are a little less stressful for some but
arguably, equally important to a number of girls.

Hair and make-up are a couple of the nec-
essary last minute touches in completing your
look. After a long day of being pampered,
plucked, filed and styled at a local salon,
they are off to meet up with the final ac-
cessory to complete their look, their date.

It is now time for proud parents to take
pictures of you and your date. A common
pre-prom tradition is going out for dinner or
having a pot-luck with close friends. As you anx-
iously anticipate this long awaited night you reminisce about old memo-
ries and what is yet to come. Once dinner is finished a group of girls will go to the ladies
room to re-apply, re-pin and make sure everything is perfect.

Finally it is time to enjoy the fruits of your labor, ladies. Once at prom you are free to
socialize and dance the night away. Hopefully Prom 2007 will be all you expected it to be.

Prom is just around the corner for the grad class of 2007. For
the women, it is a night to get all dolled up, show off the dress
that they’ve spent months looking for and have a night that
they will remember forever. For the guys, it’s a bit of a differ-
ent story.

We don’t worry about making appointments for our
hair and makeup. And I don’t know too many guys who
get $100 gel nails for the big night either. We go out and
rent a tuxedo to the color code of what our dates tell
us, most of us take a shower, we buy a corsage and
we’re ready to go. The men like prom night just as
much as the ladies, but we look forward to a little
thing called prom party.

We get pictures taken of us with our friends
or dates, stand around for a couple of hours
while the females socialize and wait for the
epic part of the night. Prom party is usually
at a local hotel, a grad student’s camp or
house and is arguably the biggest high
school party every year. This is the part of
the night that the males thrive for. Every-

one listens to blaring music and has lots of
fun. There are many other things that go on at prom

party that are better left unmentioned. Only those who attend will
witness them.

Although prom is viewed very differently by guys and girls, it is sure to be a fun night
for all. Good luck to all the grads and hopefully your prom and the related celebrations will
be a night to remember.

         Prom: From a Guy’s and Girl’s Point of View
by: Hallie Jewell by: Nick Bonner

You’ve all heard the stories and seen the shows on TV that send a tingle down your
spine and keep you awake at night. Or maybe you think you’ve even seen a ghost yourself.
People say that when someone dies, their spirit may stay here on earth to haunt us. But are

ghosts actually real? Who’s to say? Humans have been able to con-
quer life’s greatest mysteries but death is some-
thing that we may never know about. People have
speculated about ghosts for a very long time but
there is still no concrete evidence of whether they
are real or not.

There could be many reasons why ghosts haunt
people after death. They could be unaware that they
are dead and are staying close to their familiar sur-

roundings and people. Or they may realize they
are dead but are just confused about what to
do. Some ghosts may have a message they want

to give someone still living.
There are many different types of ghosts. First we have the traditional apparitions which

interact with human beings. These ghosts are said to hide things, scare people, or cry for
help. They are said to be present on earth to finish something they never got to do before
their death.

Then there are crisis apparitions who try to inform someone of danger about to happen.
Anniversary ghosts tend to appear on the anniversary of their death which was caused by
some tragic event. They can usually be found in haunted houses or castles hundreds of
years old.

One of the most famous types of ghosts are Poltergeists. They are the ‘noisy spirits’
which are also the most interactive with humans. They tend to move around and hide things
from people. They are even potentially dangerous and are said to injure some humans but it

Ghosts: Fact or Fiction? by: Melissa Hayward
is very rare. They have an ability to frighten many people.

Some religious believers claim that ghosts are beings that are temporarily between
worlds of Heaven and Hell, shortly after death.

Kate Ketchum told me a story about a past experience with ghosts in her house.
“When my sister was little, my grandfather had passed away, and one night during the
middle of the night, he appeared in her bedroom and told her to get up and wake my mother
up. So she went in and tried to wake her up, telling her that her grandfather told her to do it.
My mother told her to just go back to bed, but when she went in, my grandfather told her to
go back and turn the lights on and to get my mother out of bed. So she did so and my mother
noticed that she had a strange rash all  over her body. My parents rushed her to the
hospital, and the doctors told them that if they got there any later that she would have
died.”

The human mind is very powerful. So is it possible that maybe the sighting of a ghost
is just an image created form a person’s mind. Most people think of the brain as just one big
memory storage place. But it can do so much more. Your brain tells you when you are
hungry or cold, what you are looking at and it interprets what you are hearing, so can it also
create the images and sounds of people who have passed? No one will ever know.
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If you have ever been to Saint John
High’s website, you probably have noticed
that our site is pretty fantastic. Not many
other area high schools have such a compre-
hensive website that is updated as often as
ours is.

You may also have noticed that we have
glorious message boards that are warmly re-
ferred to as “The Forums”. For the people
who have never used our forums or any other
forum, I’ll break down for you exactly what
it’ s all about.

Basically, there are several different mes-
sage boards. There are boards for school re-
lated topics where students log on to dis-
cuss SRC events or anything going on in
school. In addition to this forum, there are
other forums where students can talk about
non-school related things, such as the Games
and Humour forum where students basically
talk about and participate in fun, game-y and/
or humourous things.

Graeme McBriarty, a grade 10 student,
finds the many different sub-forums inter-
esting, because you can use them for just
about anything. “They're not only a fun thing
to use when there's nothing else to do, but
they let you debate controversial issues, and
give you information on happenings in and
around the school. There are also some great
services like the Classifieds. It's like a garage
sale on your computer screen. Or if you need
advice on a relationship, or have a problem
with your computer there are forums just for
those reasons. If you need help on home-
work, there are forums for just about every
subject.”

“The SJHS Forums” were born when the
webmaster of our school website, Paul
Saulnier, decided it would be nice for SJHS

Artificial Intelligence by: Corey Russell

Have you ever wanted a buddy to talk to who wasn’t human? Maybe you
need someone to tell things that you could never tell a human being, or maybe you
are just interested in other forms of intelligence. Well with the quickly developing
artificial intelligence out there in the world, this may one day be possible, probably in
your lifetime. Imagine having something that you could speak to, and have it re-
spond, a walking knowledgebase, or study mate. All of these things will be possible,
and are fastly moving toward us.

Artificial Intelligence means just what the word says. Basically, fake intelli-
gence. Right now with the way technology is, we
are only able to mimic intelligence, and only are
able to portray it in a minor way. With the text
to speech, and speech rec-
ognition engines out
there, and the ability
to make your
own,(with much effort
mind you), the possibili-
ties are almost endless.
One thing people have
not really been able to
grasp is making the ‘AI’ life
form learn on its own.
Althought they have devel-
oped ‘robots that you can speak with, and that
can respond in some manner, there really haven’t
been any breakthroughs with the ability to have
these robots learn.

There are many capabilities with artificial
intelligence. Let’s start with basic cause and
effect. The way this works is, (from my experi-
ence with artificial intelligence), you can input a phrase, such as ‘Hello there. Today
is sunny’ for example. The ‘robot’ would pick out the keyword ‘hello’ and process a
random output sentence for that keyword. Now there can be many outputs, as there
are many ways to greet someone. This is where the ability to learn would come in
handy. So far, we are only capable of creating a set of output phrases for specific
keywords, and have the ‘robot’ choose one randomly. This works fine, but can often
get repetitive and boring. Sure the ‘AI’ can be hand taught, (ie: going into the code
and adding new phrases), but this takes time, and still it can only do what a human
teaches it. Another major capability is voice recognition. This is the ability to under-
stand human speech, and put it in text format so the ‘AI’ can process it and generate
a response. This works to an extent, but there is always room for improvement.

A fun thing to do is look to the future. What will be walking the streets in 2030,
or 2050? In my opinion, we will have specifically trained ‘AI’ life forms, walking
around, and possibly, if we reach this stage, learning on their own. Many people
think this is the time that the world will be destroyed. I disagree. This will be a time
where we can have a friend who will not judge us or treat us wrongly. I believe with
everyone working at this, we will have imitated learning by 2015, or sooner.

SJHS Forums by : Karissa Donkin

students to be able to congregate on the
internet. So in 2002, “The Forums” were born.
Paul kept adding to the forums and many
people have since volunteered to help with
the forums as well. Although Paul is now a
graduate and mostly deals with the website
itself and the technical aspects of it, he still
frequents the forums and helps out the cur-
rent “Moderator team” as much as he can.
He and Mr. Holder dedicate a lot of his time
to the forums and the website to make them
great.

Many students use the forums just for
the reason Paul wanted: so SJHS students
have a place to chat online. Jennifer Connolly,
a current grade 9 student at SJHS, uses the
forums partially for that reason. “I wouldn't
know some of the people I do now, without
them,” she admits. She also likes the forums
because “without the forums, I wouldn't
know about half the stuff that happens around
the school because sometimes announce-
ments are difficult to hear, the posters aren't
eye-catching enough, etc.”

The success of the forums speaks for
itself. At the time of writing this article, there
have been 183,309 posts made by several
different users. Almost 1,400 students, past
and present, have registered on the forums
and participated on them.

As you can see, the forums are a pretty
useful way to do just about anything, except
for maybe juggle several park benches at one
time while dancing. But, I suspect that you
could probably find advice on how to do that
on the forums as well. So in the words of
Graeme McBriarty: “Check out the forums.
Or else!” Actually, nothing will happen if you
don’t check out the forums, but please do it
anyway! You will be happy that you did.
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Freedom Writers is based on a very in-
spiring true story about a young teacher
named Erin Gruwell who is challenged to take
on a class of at-risk teenagers for her first
year of teaching southern California at
Woodrow Wilson High School. Erin believes
she can stop the racial violence by listening
to the students and teaching them in a way
that they can understand and relate to. The
movie features Hilary Swank, Patrick
Dempsey, Scott Glenn, Imelda Staunton, April
Lee Hernandez, Mario, and Deance Wyatt.

Erin’s class is divided into four groups:

Freedom Writers  by: Melissa Hayward

This is another movie starring Eddie Murphy, Eddie Murphy and guess who,
Eddie Murphy. My girlfriend and I planned to see this supposedly hilarious film on a
Friday night thinking that we could go out, have fun and laugh our heads off. Well let
me tell you, that was not the case.

Before I tell you what I thought about this film, I will tell the lucky people who
have not seen it, what the movie consisted of.

An infant Norbit (Eddie Murphy) is left by his par-
ents in front of Mr. Wong’s (Eddie Murphy) restau-
rant and orphanage. Mr. Wong takes the child in and
acts as his father figure. One day, a lonely and easily
intimidated nine-year-old Norbit is rescued on the
school playground from bullies by the big and hefty
Rasputia (Eddie Murphy). Norbit grows up with
Rasputia protecting him until she forces a marriage upon
him.

Dysfunctional at best, Rasputia and her three broth-
ers Big Jack (Terry Crews), Earl (Clifton Powell) and Blue
(Lester Speight) run the Latimore Construction Com-
pany, an outpost from which the brothers try to run
the town of Boiling Springs, Tennessee. They
spend most their time running the good hard work-
ing people of this town ragged, badgering them
and extorting them for money.

After Norbit’s childhood sweetheart, Kate
(Thandie Newton), returns to Boiling Springs,
Norbit finds an inner courage and finally stands
up to Rasputia and her brothers. Doing so he
reveals their plans to turn the local orphanage into a
strip club which influences the citizens of the town to
exile them from the town forever. Norbit and Kate re-
kindle their old love and get married. They live hap-
pily ever after.

Now this might sound like a nice little movie
to watch on a Friday night. But this was an Eddie
Murphy film and it wasn’t funny! I saw the pre-
views on television and actually laughed. I think
I cracked a smile once in the theatre. The only thing that made anyone laugh in the
whole theatre was when Rasputia would say her special line “ How you doing!” In
order to enjoy this movie, you have to be in a ridiculously happy mood, or have the
attention span of a 5 year old. Overall I rate this film one popcorn kernel out of five.

 Another comedic movie involving the
outstanding acting of Will Ferrell has come
and gone. Blades of Glory opened on March
30th and raked in the dough as these movies
usually do in the first weekend.

I myself went to see the movie at Empire
Studio 10, expecting a good laugh or two.
Here’s what it’s all about:

It starts off with Jimmy MacElroy (Jon
Heder) and Chazz Michael Michaels (Will
Ferrell) battling it out on the ice in singles
competition. After getting the same score
from the judges a fight breaks out and they
both get suspended from competitive ice
skating.

After both going through other various
jobs, three and a half years later they bump
in to each other along with Jon’s old coach.
He explains that they were kicked out of sin-

Blades of Glory by: Justin French

whites, Latinos, Cambodians, and blacks.
This makes it very difficult for her to get the
students to interact and participate without
getting into one huge brawl. No one (includ-
ing the administration, her father or her hus-
band) is there to support her. They just leave
it up to her to get through to the students.

Her first few days are a very rude awak-
ening, but after a discussion about Hitler and
the Holocaust, the students open up and she
begins to connect with them. Erin then hands
out a journal to each of the students and
tells them to write about whatever they want
in them. Later on these journals were actu-
ally published as The Freedom Writers Di-
ary, which is what the movie is based on.

Erin really changes the lives of her stu-
dents while they change hers. They change
from being troubled kids who are almost im-
possible to teach, to being a new “family”,
enthusiastic about learning. The movie is
great, because it proves that you can really
change someone’s destiny and that no one
can ever tell you that you can’t accomplish
something. Freedom Writers is an excellent
movie for everyone. It came out on April 17
so I highly recommend that you all see it!

by: Nick Bonner
Norbit: One Popless Kernel

gles competition but not doubles. They can
make history and become the first male pair
in figure skating history!

After many thoughts and setbacks, they
get on the right page and work things out.
They start to practice together in an old barn
and quickly findd chemistry. But as usual a
girl gets in the way and nationals are only a
day away.

The number one team of Stranz Van
Waldenberg (Will Arnett) and Fairchild Van
Waldenberg (Amy Poeler) try to kill Chazz
Micael Micheals and disqualify him and
Jimmy from competition. After thinking they
are successful, seconds before they are go-
ing to be disqualified Chazz breaks through
the door. Chazz and Jimmy settle the girl prob-
lem in style, just before performing a routine
of a lifetime and winning the gold medal!
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Aries (March 21 – April 22)
A bright aura around Saturn favors you,
but beware of a man in red, he brings bad
news. Other than that, you should have
good luck. Enjoy it while it lasts (fore-
shadowing much?).Lucky #s: 14, 7, 3, 34

Taurus (April 21 – May 21)
You’re in luck, Taurus! You will receive
some very important news around the
middle of this month. Feel free to let out
some stress and celebrate. And always
eat your vegetables. Lucky #s: 4, 51, 22, 17

Gemini (May 22 – June 21)
You will meet a stranger with interesting
stories very soon. Keep them close, they
may just be able to tell you something
you’ve been waiting to hear. Try to save
your money , Gemini, instead of spend-
ing it all on stupid things! You might just
need it for something important coming
up soon. Lucky #s: 1, 35, 64, 3

Cancer (June 22 – July 22)
Oh no! Looks like you’re going to face a
lot of challenges very soon due to a hor-
rible clash of opinions between Mars and
Jupiter. Take them in stride, next month
will be better. Lucky #s: 6, 27, 83, 46

Leo (July 22 – Aug. 21)
You must take hold of a tough situation.
Trust your instincts, they’re better than
you think. A problem with a friend may
leave you upset, but you will come into
some luck soon, so don’t worry! Lucky
#s: 57, 36, 9, 10

Virgo (Aug. 22 – Sept. 23)
Don’t take too many crazy risks this
month. It looks like the friction with Pluto
(yes, I still consider it a planet) is really
bad right now. Wait it out and I think
you’ll be glad you did! I would not rec-
ommend making any big purchases this
month, you’ll regret it, trust me. Lucky
#s: 13, 48, 53, 15

Libra (Sept. 24 – Oct. 23)
The work is just piling up Libra! But don’t
stress, because you’ll have more free time
to celebrate it being finished once you’ve
done it. Don’t travel too far anywhere this
month, or you might regret the trip. Lucky
#s: 68, 59, 21, 2

Scorpio (Oct. 24 – Nov. 22)
A troubling situation will arise with a fam-
ily member very soon because of bad
vibes around Venus. Try to talk it out
before doing anything drastic. I feel that
you will find that you may need to let
something important in your present life
go before you’ll achieve success. Lucky
#s: 12, 49, 20, 5

Sagittarius (Nov. 23 – Dec. 22)
 Don’t lend or borrow anything this
month, as it will cause an issue with a
crucial friend. Be careful of suspicious
strangers in black cars, always look both
ways before crossing. Lucky #s: 35, 47, 81, 61

Capricorn (Dec. 23 – Jan. 20)
Uh oh, it looks like you’re wasting a lot
of time this month, Capricorn. Get off of
Facebook and do something construc-
tive already! Lucky #s: 68, 75, 32, 19

Aquarius (Jan. 21 – Feb. 19)
Beware of an overly-friendly Aries, they
might not be what you expect. The stars
are pointing to a set back for you this
month, but I am confident you can over-
come it. If things become too overwhelm-
ing, take a break and go on Facebook,
maybe. Or just read Mitchell’s article
about Facebook, whatever. Lucky #s: 11,
98, 92, 62

Pisces (Feb. 20 – March 20)
Don’t be afraid to make a change, some-
times change is good for you. You know
that creepy guy on your bus that acts
really sketchy? Well, he is sketchy, so
stay away from him. Far away from him.
Lucky #s: 8, 74, 40, 54

Smartest Man in the World

A doctor, a lawyer, a little boy and a priest
were out for a Sunday afternoon flight on a
small private plane. Suddenly, the plane de-
veloped engine trouble. In spite of the best
efforts of the pilot, the plane started to go
down. Finally, the pilot grabbed a parachute,
yelled to the passengers that they had better
jump, and bailed out. Unfortunately, there
were only 3 parachutes remaining. The doc-
tor grabbed one and said “I’m a doctor, I save

Joke Corner  by: Tom Grattan

Horoscopes  by : Karissa Donkin

lives, so I must live,” and jumped. The law-
yer then said, “I’m a lawyer and lawyers are
the smartest people in the world. I deserve to
live.” He also jumped. The priest looked at
the little boy and said, “My son, I’ve lived a
long and full life. You are young and have
your whole life ahead of you. Take the last
parachute and live in peace. The little boy
handed the parachute back to the priest and
said, “Not to worry, Father. The ‘smartest man
in the world’ just took off with my book bag.”

- Bruce Springsteen’s “Born In The USA”
album featured a warning for fans to be care-
ful when dancing in the dark.
- The cheetah holds the title of “Fastest Land
Animal” and in 1983 it also won “Most Im-
proved.”
- One-third of explorers who’ve visited both
the North and South Poles developed bipo-
lar disorder.
- Nine out of ten visits to Delaware are the
result of a wrong turn.
- Scientists predict that in late 2007 the show
“Mythbusters” will run out of myths.

Fun Facts  by: Justin French

- 40% of people who believe the moon land-
ing was faked also believe the moon is fake.
- The 6th leading killer in the world is chapped
lips.
- Steven Seagal has never won an Academy
Award.
- 7% of Americans lick self-adhesive stamps.
- Bob Dylan says the one song he wishes he
had written is ‘Kung Fu Fighting’.
- The most popular name for a beauty salon
is “Curl Up and Dye.”
- If every person in America joined hands, it
would be pointless.

The Hound

Solve These Puzzles (answers on Page 16)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.
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   SUDOKU PUZZLE
HOW TO PLAY

The objective of the game is to fill
all the blank squares in a game with
the correct numbers. There are
three very simple constraints to
follow. In a 9 by 9 square Sudoku
game:
1. Every row of 9 numbers must in-
clude all digits 1 through 9 in any
order.
 2.Every column of  9 numbers must
include all digits 1 through 9 in any
order .
3.Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9
by 9 square must include all digits
1 through 9

P H H J V M S F E A Q E X U H U X R K P N B O R D Z P S
S A N N F G J X M D N D A A H D I R C W Z F O E N K M A
S Q R N U K P P W K Y Q O S Y V W S L T E C S V Q J A O
F D G E F P Z Z L Z Y Y K U T R P B G Y K E R K M A C U
E H N W N O I T I T E P M O C E S T S C S I H C P Y D P
E F N G L T B F R S J C K X O E R R L L R I B N M A Q D
A W A R D S T U W S I H P U K R E I D Z P I A U C C O G
X R F M U M G E S V V E L I Q W M B A E Q G S D R I B R
V H X I U B B A A U R E H H O B D J J Q H R M O K C B B
L U Z M Y U R I C C P R I L I Y T L P Q M E S S W I W G
G J H F P G R W R S H L F N L S A K U X Q Y G M H N X U
U T E K N J G D B T Z E G S O W O D N G F H F W S R O D
F S I E E J J S W C H A R B C K W L I K H O K K A B P K
T H E R Q Y H K V Q N D U L K P J G K R W U H O L D S V
H R A I N W X N O M L I A D I D Y S U I F N K F B K O T
G T Q G N I E O N A C N H Y N N P V O F T D I P M B F R
Q W D D V V Y I B E E G R C S R R H L N K A O L Q E Y K
X G G Z V U S T Y N U I P G I G Z K O M O D X O M K H S
M O O X E Z J A L I U V K N H G C O G K B I M B G H L N
W O U E B T C U V H O B G K R Y V S I B R E T W T B I B
P I C A G J L D X S T L R A E Y A S J Y O R X C E L Q M
G D E H A G Q A X N N F S D V O L L E Y B A L L E Q O V
N M H B R U N R E U B Q I A B J Y Y H W B V Z Y Q L B W
B O V B F A T G M S I T U H N Q C Q V T O S H M I A E A

                   SJHS SPRING

AWARDS
BIRDS
BIRTHDAYS
CAMP
CANOEING
CHEERLEADING

COMPETITION
DAISY
EASTER
ELECTION
FLOWERS
GOODFRIDAY

GRADUATION
GREENGRASS
GREYHOUND
HIKE
LOCKIN
PARENTTEACHER

RAIN
ROCKCLIMBING
RUGBYFEST
SPRING
SUNSHINE
VOLLEYBALL

1. Thunder Cloud
2. Haircut
3. Cabinet
4. Monthly Bills
5. A bird in hand is worth two in the bush.
6. What goes up must come down.
7. Six of one and half a dozen of an other.
8. One for all, all for one
9. West Indies
10. Three blind mice (they have no i’s)

Anwers to Page 15 Puzzles

WIN BIG!! Match Teachers/Staff and their
“CLAIMS TO FAME”  Name: ____________________

The Hound newspaper will award two SJHS dance passes to the first student to correctly solve this puzzle.
Take your completed puzzle to the office. Ask the secretary to initial your  form and record the time and
date submitted. [JJ King won the March issue competition. Prize available from Mr. Williams.]

1. ________  Parachuted from an airplane
2. ________  Supply teacher nicknamed “ET” for always “calling home”
3. ________  “Beat off” neighbourhood bullies with a garden rake
4. ________  Speedskater in mid 70’s Canada Games
5. ________  “Rocked” with Rolling Stones in Toronto
6. ________  An “accomplished” bagpiper
7. ________  Assisted RCMP with body-bagging of axe-murder victim
8. ________  Author of a published history book
9. ________    An across-Canada-in-a-Honda-camping-trip survivor
10. _______   Was swarmed, assaulted and mugged in Madrid, Spain
11. ________  An “accomplished” tuba player
12. ________ Worked simultaneously as SJHS teacher and ferry deckhand
13. ________ Twice a member of the NB Canada Games Team
14. ________  Awarded a medal by the French Army
15. ________  Rafted down the River Vlata in the Czech Republic
16. ________  Competed in Ironman Competition

Ms Sutton
Mr LeBlanc
Mrs Burgess
Mr  Vienneau
Ms Butler
Ms Savoie
Ms Hartman
Mr Ogden
Ms Blok
Mr Holder
Ms Kristoffersen
Ms Alchorn
Ms Garland
Mr Phinney
Ms Lewell
Ms Ahearn


