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November 15th: the exciting beginning
of the fanciful holiday season of Christmas.
I was bundled up in four layers of shirts
and sweaters, and two layers of pants as I
headed out into the chilly night air to hop
on the Saint John High School float. The
Christmas Parade would start in the next
hour. An upbeat and fun way to start the
season, the parade was a pleasure to be in
and a pleasure to watch.

The rush and fuss for our Christmas
float started the Wednesday before the
Christmas Parade. A lot of greyhounds
showed up to help out with the Christmas
float. Katie Herrington announced the
theme this year to be “Saint John High
School’s Fabulous Fifties Float”. After the
excitemed murmurs and whispers, Andrew
Black threatened to kick us off the float un-
less we brought canned goods for the
Christmas charities. Well, I suppose every-
one shows the holiday spirit in their own
way.

Finally getting to the good stuff, Katie
and Andrew explained what our float was
going to look like. Imagine a float done up
in a whirl of flashing lights, and artistic ban-
ners with a fabulous car right out of the
fifties, a live band decked out in Christmas

 The Christmas Parade!
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gear, and a group of dancers — taught a
five-step couples’ dance from the fifties by
Sarah Black — in the centre of the float and
out in the streets. Oh yes, that was our float!
The meeting ended with sign- ups for danc-
ers.

On Friday of the same week, we were
making an attempt at the difficult task of
learning a couple’s dance from the fifties.
Once we started dancing, though, the task
seemed much easier than before. That’s
what happens most times in life, isn’t it?
Well, it was like every old-fashioned movie
you’ve ever seen: boy meets girl, they
dance, they yell a SJHS cheer.... ok, maybe
not EXACTLY like those old movies. The
practice certainly didn’t take as long as
movies usually do — after around half an
hour we were left to ourselves to wait excit-
edly for Saturday night to show off our good
work.

During the parade, on the float, I felt
like a young kitten playing with the bulbs
on the bottom of a Christmas tree. I was lost
in a world of bright-coloured lights and holi-
day music. The Christmas Parade was won-
derful to be in — especially when singing
and dancing with your friends.  For of our
efforts, SJHS received the title of the “Best
High School Float”. Everyone was thrilled
with our success! SJHS was looking its best
at the Christmas Parade.

Now that the Christmas Parade is over
it’s time to start the special holiday season.
I can hear the silver bells ringing as Christ-
mas quickly approaches us. With all else
said, folks, that’s the jingle bell rock!

The seasons pass and the years go
by but Saint John High  School seems
to change little. However, halfway
through this school year, a big change
in the pattern has occurred. Ms. Tipper,
has left and, one of our vice principals,
Mr. Harbinson, has been chosen to re-
place her.

Mr. Harbinson says he feels hum-
bled by the prospect but is looking for-
ward to this new career. He feels that
the position of principal involves even
more work than he has done for four
years as vice principal. According to Mr.
Harbinson the former principals such as
Mr. Knibb, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Forsythe,
and Ms. Tipper have all done excellent
jobs as leaders of the school. He be-
lieves that this has contributed to the
success of the school and he hopes to
continue this tradition in the years to
come.

As a teenager, Mr. Harbinson at-
tended Cookshire High School in
Cookshire Quebec. He earned his uni-
versity degrees at the University of
NewBrunswick in Fredericton. Although
was never a student at Saint John High
School, Mr Harbinson has been in-
volved with this school for many years.

He has taught here for 29 years. His wife
and all three of his children graduated
form Saint John High.

As the new principal, Mr. Harbinson
wants to get more involved in the sports
side of school life because he hasn’t at-
tended as many of these activities as he
would like. He feels that athletics play a
major part in education and in promot-
ing school spirit.

One improvement Mr. Harbinson
hopes to see for Saint John High in the
future is a new computer wing above
the current science wing.  It is still un-
known if the construction will take place
but a plan is being worked out. He feels
growth of this sort is necessary in any
school, so look forward to it.

“ I enjoyed interaction with stu-
dents for 28 years. I have changed roles
but my desire to interact with students
hasn’t changed. I still want school to be

a positive and interactive experience.”

by: Brian Tremblay

Our
New Principal

The annual Empty Stocking Fund was held on Saturday No-
vember 29th. This year a total of $159,426.36 was collected for  the
less fortunate children of this city. I interviewed the chairman of
The Empty Stocking Fund, Mr. Gary Dean, to get a better under-
standing of the responsibilities of the fund and the people who
depend upon it.

 The empty stocking fund was started approximately 87
years ago by a hard-nosed reporter named Harry (Dutch) Ervin.
One day on his way back to the Saint John Standard, the previous
name of the Telegraph Journal, he saw two poorly dressed chil-
dren looking in a window at Christmas toys. This inspired Ervin to
collect donations from his fellow staff at the paper. He added one
week’s salary of his own and ran appeals in the newspaper’s col-
umns to accumulate $700.00 for the fund. CHSJ became the first
radio station to broadcast the fundraiser in 1936. Around 1968,
The Empty Stocking Fund had its first 7 hour broadcast on CHSJ
television, an affiliate to CBC.

After 26 broadcasts with CHSJ, Global TV took over when it
purchased the station and the show was moved to Brunswick
Square. It has been broadcast for 8 hours on Global TV every year
since.

The highest total ever obtained by the fund was $169,104.22
in the year 2001.The current chairman, Gary Dean, has been work-
ing with the fund for 43 years and plans to continue until he just
can’t do it anymore. When talking about the fund, Mr. Dean smiles
like a proud father. He talks highly of all the volunteers that come

SJHS Donates $2,178 to
Empty Stocking Fund

by: Sarah Williamson

( continued on page5)
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America. When I think of this country,
I don’t think about the supposed peace and
freedom this nation allegedly embodies, nor
do I think about how it is the self-proclaimed
greatest country in the world. When I think
about the United States of America, it’s citi-
zens, and every single aspect of that coun-
try, all I can think about is how much I hate
it. I realize that “hate” is a strong word and
to simply throw it around deprives the word
of all meaning, but Americans have success-
fully gained a bad reputation worldwide.

The United States is a country that was
born out of violence and bloodshed. They
fought and killed the British for freedom.
Then they sailed down to Africa, took the
Africans back to their newly liberated coun-
try, and tortured them for 200 years. It wasn’t
long before the Civil War broke out and they
turned on each other. After slavery was abol-

ished, they still deprived the black people
of the basic rights their own constitution
guaranteed the whites of the nation. And
although they no longer enslaved the black
population, those same sentiments were
perpetuated by the Ku Klux Klan, a sadistic
party that terrorized and even killed mem-
bers of the African-American population.

The history of the United States is
clearly a violent one. And even today it con-
tinues. They have teenagers shooting their
classmates and small children being ab-
ducted from their very own bedrooms. And
while I’m on the topic of idiotic organiza-
tions, let’s not forget about the National
Rifle Association. The NRA has been, in
my opinion, one of the major contributing
factors in turning the population of the
United States into a nation of gun-toting
nut cases.

But America’s internal problems are
nothing compared to the havoc they’ve in-
flicted across the world, and more promi-
nently the mess they’ve created in the
Middle East. In 1953 they overthrew the
Prime Minister of Iran and installed a dicta-
tor who would later prove to be oppressive
and cruel towards his people. In the 1980s,
the United States gave Osama bin Laden
the necessary training and finances ($3 bil-
lion) to kill the Soviets. In 1982 they gave
Saddam Hussein the money to make weap-
ons to kill Iranians, and  just 5 years later
the United States gave Iran the weapons to
kill Iraquis. Shortly after this, Iraq invaded
Kuwait with the U.S. weapons that had been
meant for Iranians. A year later, in 1991,
American soldiers entered Iraq, where they
still are today. In 1998, President Clinton
made the decision to bomb a weapons fac-
tory in Sudan, which turned out to be mak-
ing nothing but aspirin. And finally, the
United States gave Osama bin Laden $245
million in aid in the year 2000. One year later,
bin Laden used his newly acquired  skills
and resources to murder 3,000 innocent
Americans.

And that is only the beginning. The
problems they’ve created with the rest of
the world are even more horrific than the
ones in the Middle East. The U.S. overthrew
the democratically elected President of Gua-
temala in 1954, resulting in 200,000 civilian
deaths. From 1963 to 1975, approximately 4
million people were killed in Southeast Asia
by the American military. In 1973, they
staged a rebellion in Chile. As a result, the
Chilean President was assassinated, a dic-
tator was installed, and 5,000 Chileans were
murdered.

I’ll never understand the Americans’
need to remedy the problems of the world
by killing. Furthermore, did it never enter
into their arrogant heads to mind their busi-
ness?

It seems to me that they really should
focus a bit more on their problems at home.
Maybe they should spend more time and
energy on lowering the staggering levels of
poverty and unemployment that plague
their cities. Maybe if they spent their bil-
lions of excess dollars on helping their own
people, rather than on helping foreign ter-
rorist groups, then they might not have teen-
agers shooting their classmates because
they were victims of discrimination. And
maybe if they spent less time flying armies
and weapons overseas, then maybe they
wouldn’t have people like Osama bin Laden
flying air planes into sky scrapers.

If the Americans could only see past
the self-righteous, high and mighty, ex-
tremely nationalistic view they have of them-
selves, they would be able to see how many
problems they have! Hitler was an extreme
nationalist as well and he murdered 6 mil-
lion innocent people. If the Americans
haven’t yet succeeded in killing that many
people, then it shouldn’t be long. Ameri-
cans have this irrational fear that makes them
lash out defensively, either phsyically or
verbally, at the people around them. Per-
haps the reason they feel so threatened is
because they know how many
enemies they have made.

Americans:
Trouble Abr oad &  Problems at Home

by: Erin Slovitt

A Space we all Share
by: Kendra Bonner

 If you had the choice, would you pre-
fer to go someplace else to use the wash-
room rather then use the facilities here at
SJHS? That seems to be the general opin-
ion of most students concerning the school
bathrooms. This topic has recently become
more of an issue now that people are start-
ing to complain. Is the problem the bath-
rooms or the inconsiderate people that ruin
it for the rest of us?

Not only do we have to wait for people
who choose to use the bathroom as a social
area with their friends, there are also other
matters that we have to deal with. Whether
it’s having no toilet paper or getting a stall
that doesn’t lock let alone close all the way,
its still enough to get any person frustrated.

There are times when you find that there is
no soap left to wash your hands or even
any paper towel to dry them. The floor is
usually wet, there is used paper towel
thrown everywhere and the mirrors are
cloudy and splashed with water.

Another concern that students seem
to have is the spaces between the doors.
Everyone is entitled to his or her privacy
and no one should have to worry. There is
no one to blame in this situation but our-
selves and it’s no one else’s responsibility
to constantly clean up after us. Since we
are the ones that the bathrooms are meant
for, everyone should have enough consid-
eration for their peers and try to keep it clean.

 Talking with others and hearing their
thoughts and opinions on the topic, every-
one seems to feel the same way. Both guys
and girls describe our bathrooms as being
dirty, unsanitary and even inhumane. Hope-
fully this problem will be resolved and we
won’t be forced to deal with the disgusting
messes left behind by others. Next time you
see someone vandalizing or disrespecting
the bathrooms, you should speak up. Re-
member, it’s a space we all share.

Every day in school you can see
guys and girls holding hands or giving
each other a kiss on the cheek.  No one
ever really seems to mind or care.

What about same sex couples?
There is a gay population within the
schools of  Saint John just as there is in
Saint John itself.  Why is seeing same-
sex relationships so uncommon? It is
partly because homosexuals are a minor-
ity, but unfortunately, it can also be traced
back to those days in elementary school,
when sticks and stones actually broke
the hearts and minds of these children

One of the main reasons for so few
gay relationships is discrimination.
Forced to live in a heterosexual world,
gay students must cope with verbal and
physical abuse. The  word ‘gay’ has re-
cently taken on the meaning of something
being stupid or wrong. This has lead
many developing children who are gay
to try and hide who they really are. They
do this in an attempt to remain within their
peers’ idea of normal.  When friends, fam-
ily, and the rest of society are always
mouthing the words “you faggot” or
“that shirt is so queer” it hurts.

A gay person’s personality also in-
fluences whether or not a relationship
within school is likely.  This is the same
for opposite-sex relationships but with
gays the impact is greater.  Everyone as-
sociates being gay with the classic
“flamer” stereotype [having female man-
nerisms], when in fact there are lots of
gays who have “heterosexual manner-
isms”.   Being openly gay is an experi-
ence that is difficult to handle all on its
own.  A gay guy who displays his prefer-
ence openly is likely to be more comfort-
able with being in an open relationship,
where as the other type, the more straight-
acting and looking gay person may not
yet be ready. The former have had a
longer period of time to adjust and there-
fore they are more apt to take on a rela-
tionship publicly.

The individual who chooses to
admit his/her sexual preference faces the
prospect of standing out and being dif-
ferent to not only his friends but the rest
of his peers as well. This raises the
liklihood of becoming even more of a tar-
get of verbal discrimination. Even though
the words themselves are not  necessar-
ily negative, the negativity comes from
society’s newly adapted definition. For
example, homosexuals do not mind be-
ing called “gay” just as heterosexuals do
not mind being called “straight”.  How-
ever, when a heterosexual refers to an-
other heterosexual as a queer, it seems to
be the worst insult someone can direct at
them.

If people would start to accept gays
maybe we can grow into a world where
everyone sees being gay as no different
than someone being straight.  Maybe we
can put an end to this form of discrimina-
tion and will start to see more same-sex
couples as a result.

Same-Sex
Relationships

by: Ivan Hall
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Oh December! a time of gift giving, Christmas parties and festive dinners. How-
ever not everyone finds this month enjoyable. With Christmas comes the need for
money and with the need for money comes stress. This is especially true for poverty
stricken families who don’t have as much money for the luxuries we all enjoy.

Of course you see all the charities like the Empty Stocking Fund, Big Daddy’s,
the food bank and many others that try to help the less fortunate. However a lot more
people could participate. Many people take for granted what they have. They don’t
realize that there are many people who would love to wake up Christmas morning and
find gifts and have a big dinner to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. They don’t
realize that many people don’t even have a home around this time a year let alone
have money to buy presents.

These are the people who know the true meaning of Christmas. I don’t mean
what most people think, a time to receive presents from your loved ones, but the true
meaning. The celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. For these people Christmas is
not a time for presents or parties it’s a time to look back on the birth of our lord.

Over the years Christmas nas become very commercialized. Through commer-
cials, advertisements and store flyers the need to buy your loved ones expensive
gifts becomes internalized and the true meaning of Christmas is lost. This is espe-
cially true for those who feel that money is not an issue and feel that Christmas is all
about the presents and spending money.

Maybe we all need to volunteer and help out, not just by giving our money, but
by individually doing things like knitting mittens for the less fortunate  or helping out
in a  local soup kitchen. Not only would this help them but it would make you feel
good and then maybe the true meaning of Christmas can return once again.

So next time you go to make that disgusted face when you see that hand-made
sweater knit by your grandmother, just think how lucky you are to have a roof over
your head and food  in your stomach. Also take time to remember that there are
probably hundreds of people who would give anything to have what you sometimes
take for granted.

The Meaning of
Christmas

by: Shannon Loatman

Christmas music begins to play,
bells are ringing and the malls are be-
coming cluttered with everyone trying
to find a perfect Christmas gift for that
special someone. Stores are receiving
new shipments and setting up their
Christmas decorations before the rushes
begin. Old friends meet up while shop-
ping around for gifts for loved ones. Is
it a coincidence that it seems to be mainly
females out early shopping around to
get the best buys?  Are the men, like all
men,  just waiting for the final moment
to do their shopping ?

There are some things that men just
don’t understand and I’m guessing that
one of those things is shopping for
Christmas gifts. Every year, On Decem-
ber 24th, the mall is crowded with people
– or should I say men? Women are home,
with their wrapping done, getting ready
for Christmas Eve celebrations. Is this
because men are gift-giving impaired

and just don’t understand what women
want?

Men never have any idea what to
buy for presents. This year Brunswick
Square is holding a men’s shopping day.
Men can go in, there are women there to
help them and they have the opportu-
nity to get great ideas. Perhaps men have
such difficulties in shopping because
they somehow miss the hints that are
given year round.

“ Even if you point something out,
they don’t get it. They just don’t under-
stand,” said Kendra Bonner. “ They
don’t understand our hints,” said an-
other Saint John High student, Sasha
Lawlor. Men around the world cannot
blame the women in their lives for being
too picky, but you should blame your-
selves for not listening when the chance
occurred. Instead, you decide to block
us out and end up buying a present for
that special someone that she won’t
even end up liking. “ Every present I’ve
received from a guy, I’ve had to return;
or at least I wanted to,” said Lauren
Kennedy when asked about presents
that she has received in the past.

Trying to impress a female isn’t as
hard as men think. Simple gestures bring
a sparkle to their eyes, not something
that has to be big and expensive. If you
pay attention and listen carefully, men
will begin to notice that their shopping
isn’t as hard as they are making it out to
be.

 

by: Brittany Curtis

 O.K. Do me a favor. Look to your left,
now your right. Chances are the person next
to you owns a cell phone. Over the last few
years, cell phones have become a common
tool for students. With the advances in tech-
nology manufacturers are able to offer cell
phones at lower and lower prices to their cus-
tomers, sometimes for nothing but a yearly
contract with a phone company.

 So why is everyone carrying these mi-
cro-sized phones? Well the answers I re-
ceived did little to shock me. Common
rationalizations for buying a cell phone range
from “I bought it for emergencies” to “Be-
cause I talk on the phone too much”.  Jennifer
Lesley has one just to “talk on the phone.”
Shannon Loatman bought one to call [her]
mom. “It’s the only way anyone can get a

hold of me,” she adds. Heck even the staff
here at SJHS have stepped  into the twenty-
first century. Mr. Williams bought one for
his daughter “I don’t want her to be
stranded in the middle of the night some-
where.” Mr. Williams says the only prob-
lem is that he “can’t remember the phone
number”.

Yes cell phones are a great way to keep
in touch, but being in touch all the time
means that anyone can get a hold of you
at anytime, usually at the worst possible
moments like when you’re in the middle of
class or attending a play.  “I hate people
who call late,” says Jen. “The worst is when
I’m in school.” “Phone calls is the middle
of the night wake me up,” reiterates Shan-
non. Matt Sherwood has a few regrets of
his own about purchasing his phone:  “I
wish I didn’t; it was a waste of money.” He
bought his phone for “emergencies” and
though it is a great asset to him it is also a
great pain.

Now don’t get me wrong, I too own a
cell phone and am very happy with it’s
performance. I’m not saying don’t go out
and get one. They are really useful for keep-
ing in touch with loved ones and friends
especially for the on-the-go student of to-
day. What I’m trying to say is that you
should probably wait until you can pay
your own phone bill before sending
mommy and daddy out to get one of the
many miniature models out there for you.
They seem to be here to stay in our school
system so I guess we have to take the good
with the bad when it comes to cell phones.

Cell Phones
by: Chris Kierstead
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We started our journey on the long road
to Ottawa, after months of planning, weeks
of collecting the necessary funds, and a two-
hour baggage check, we were finally on our
way.

We arrived in Ottawa at 6:25 AM.
After a breakfast consisting mostly of sugar
and caffeine, we made a stop at one of the
most sought after destinations among teens,
the mall.  We spent the next five hours
perusing, two connected buildings that
would be twice the size of our McAllister
Place and containing about  ten times the
number of stores. The end of the day held
no less excitement than the beginning, be-
cause for many of us on the trip it was our
first NHL game. While the Senators may
have lost one to nothing to the Devils, our
experience in the crowd of 18,000 people
inside the Corel Center was a memorable
one.

Our educational journey continued
Sunday with a tour of Ottawa’s monuments
to history, the museums. We started our trip
through Canada’s past with a visit to the
Governor General’s home, Rideau Hall. Here
we learned of past Governor General’s and
their duties as the Queen’s representative
in Canada. Our next stop, the Canadian War
Museum was filled with artifacts from all
the major conflicts Canadians have been

involved in including the War of 1812, WWI
& WWII. Some of the highlights included
General Wolfe’s battlefield uniform, Hitler’s
Mercedes, and the Gattling Gun. Then it was
on to the Canadian Museum of Nature
where we took a look at Canada’s prehis-
toric past. Complete with a full size T-Rex as
well as a 3D movie, the museum offered a
number of interesting exhibits. Our final
Museum for the day was the Canadian
Museum of Civilization. This colossal build-
ing houses Canada’s most extensive col-
lection of artifacts. Inside we were trans-
ported to all different places and times in
Canada’s history, with full-sized mock
houses and numerous totem poles. It was
the best history lesson I ever had. (No
offense Mr. Theobald.) The day finally
ended for us with a nice leisurely, “haunted
walk” through one of Canada’s oldest jails,
where I learned that the last public execu-
tion in Canada happened on my birthday
February 11th 1869! Well, add a hundred and
seventeen years and it would’ve been my
birthday!.

Monday morning found us on the
stone steps that lead to the most important
site in Canada, Parliament Hill. Inside the
huge granite buildings, we were stunned
by the amount of artistry that affronted us.
The ceiling was covered with one of a kind,

unique, hand-carved sculptures that each
told a piece of Canadian History. Our exten-
sive tour included the House of Commons,
the Senate, and a bird’s eye view of Ottawa
from the Peace Tower. Then it was off next
door to visit the Supreme Court of Canada
where we got to visit Ottawa’s Federal court,
but regrettably could not see inside the Su-
preme Court as it was in session. After a
quick lunch it was off to visit a remnant of
the cold war, the Diefenbunker. The
Diefenbunker was completed in 1961 in the
event of a nuclear war. It was supposed to
be used to protect top government and mili-
tary officials at the time from the effects of a
nuclear bomb. Completely submerged in a
hillside, this bunker was never used as a
fallout shelter, but was used in the filming
of the resent blockbuster The Sum of All
Fears.

A cold dawn greeted us Tuesday morn-
ing as we prepared for the main reason for
our trip, the Remembrance Day ceremonies
in Ottawa. It was a solemn occasion -- even
nature seemed to weep in gratitude for Cana-
da’s fallen soldiers. The march to the War
Monument was made by Canada’s Armed
forces; also marching was a very special
group of people and when they stood in
front facing their monument the crowd gave
an appreciative applause, for these were our
heroes, our veterans.  With the Prime Min-
ister and Governor General of Canada in at-
tendance the crowd fell silent as the elev-
enth hour struck. The silence was only bro-
ken by the song of the bugle, as the stu-
dents of Saint John High School paid their
respects. Then we were off once more mak-
ing our way back home with only one stop
on the way a visit to the RCMP’s musical
ride and then on to an eleven hour bus ride
home.

I would like  to give a  special thanks to
the people at Freedom Tours, and our chap-
erones Ms. Boudreau, Mr. Mckim, Mrs.
Wood and especially Mrs. Myatt for mak-
ing this trip possible for me and the other 40
students who went. Thank you. “Lest we
forget.”

“How can anybody resist that light,
fluffy pancakey goodness?” Mme. Lewell
asks what was on everybody’s mind as the
6th annual pancake breakfast rolls to a stop.

The pancake breakfast is in its sixth year
and it is associated with the annual SJHS
Christmas Bazaar. This year, the same as
every year, Mr. Perry and Mr. Holder made
their famous light’n fluffy pancakes. There
were two specials: “The Little Hound Break-
fast” which consisted of pancakes and juice
for $2.50 while “The Big Hound Meal” in-
cluded sausage for the low, low price of
$3.00.

Mr. Perry was overheard saying that
he was impressed with the student turn out
and was grateful that everyone was patient
when waiting in line.

Funds raised from the Bazaar and the
pancake breakfast will be used by the stu-
dent council to support  the various activi-
ties they have going on around the school.
Thanks to everyone who came out and sup-
ported their fellow greyhounds! A great time
was had by all.

Mmm…
Fluffy Pancakes

by: Lauren Kennedy

&  Melissa Galbraith

They are supposed to be the best years of your life, the ones you will never forget.
These are your high school years.  As November has come and gone the grads of  2004
were asked to do their grad yearbook write ups. Many of us were excited and anxious to get
started. But those feelings quickly changed as we realized that it was not as easy as we
thought it would be. We were shocked to find out how difficult it really was to write this
conclusion to our high school life.

The grads began frantically thinking of the memories they had gathered since the day
they set foot in SJHS. Including all 5 million of those great memories was simply impossible
in limited amount of space given. In fact it was almost impossible to include your 5 best
memories, your 4 best friends, your family and the perfect quote. It was extremely hard to
say all that needed to be said. There were only 450 characters provided to conclude your
years at Saint John High. That is not much room!

Some of the grads had been looking forward to this day for a long time. We thought it
would be great fun to write whatever we wanted about our lives and everyone would see
it. This thought totally changed once the paper was out in front of us and we were told we
had one week to have these in. Many of the grads were lost for words and could not think
of anything they wanted to say. We could not even begin. I believe it was the shock of
“Wow I’m really graduating” that made so many of us freeze and push the paper to the
side. Most of us ended up waiting until the last minute to get our write ups completed.
Luckily the yearbook committee gave an extra two days to pass them in.

Doing grad write ups was much harder than anyone had ever imagined! It was the only
thing on our minds for that whole week and even once we finished there was still the
question: “Who or what did I forget?” Most people did not find the write ups fun at all but
some that were prepared for awhile were ready to write them and did not find it as stressful.
When grads were asked their opinion most of the responses were negative: “They are
stressful!” “They suck.” “There is not enough room to say all that needs to be said.” The
whole grad write up experience was stressful and difficult but we are lucky we have the
opportunity to even mention some of our friends and the memories we have shared along
the way.

This conclusion to our high school year has been finished and passed in. It was not
easy, in fact it was extremely stressful and caused lack of sleep for some but it is over and
done with now. In a few years, we can look at our write-ups, remember all the good times we
had at Saint John High School and wish we were here again.

The End is Drawing Near
by: Britta Garnett
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back every year to
lend a hand “The
volunteers do this
because they want
to, not because they
have to. They’re al-
ways offering to
come back the next
year before the fund
they’re working on is
over!” Mr.Dean also
stated that it is not
just the big
$20,000.00 pledges
from Tim Hortons or
the $12,000.00
pledges from Irving

that make the difference it’s the $5.00, $10.00, and $15.00 pledges that really add up.” When
asked about a favourite moment in all the years that he has been participating in the fund
Mr. Dean said: “It’s when past receivers of the fund come up to me and say that the things
they received from the empty Stocking fund really helped them out, and now they’re doing
well. Those comments always mean the most!”

The money raised by the fund goes to purchasing clothes, toys and candy for the
children. None of the money raised goes to costs. The costs are paid entirely by the
newspaper so that more goes to the children.

This year, Jacquelyn Steven, Craig Estabrooks and Morgan Driscoll, representing
Saint John High School presented this year’s hosts, Allan Rowe and Cindy Day with a
cheque for $2,178.00. This had been raised entirely by the students. The students of Saint
John High School participated in Penny-Fest to raise the funds. Two students from each
homeroom were pitted against each other to raise as much money as possible by collecting
pennies. The winners in each grade were awarded a Royal Title in an assembly on Friday,
December 5th.

That time comes when everyone
has to make a life altering decision.  For
grade 11 and 12’s that time started to
become a reality on November 4th.  This
was the day we all had the opportunity
to attend the post secondary meeting at
the HMCS Brunswicker.  This was a
great opportunity to get those questions
answered by the university
represenatives and see what others
thought about post secondary educa-
tion.

In high school, the biggest ques-
tion one can possibly ask is: “What am
I going to do after I finish high school?”.
This becomes a big focus in grade 11
when the HMCS Brunswicker event
takes place.  Everyone starts to talk
about the university that is ideal for
them and what they want to study.  Some
people know what they want and where
they want to go but not everyone does.
Some people are really happy when we
as students, recieve this opportunity.  “I
thought it was great,” said Drew
Johnson, a grade 12 student of  SJHS.
“It was very helpful during this stress-
ful and overwhelming time in our life.”
“I could be doing better”, explained
Drew when asked about her grades and
their importance, “I would love to get a

nice big scholorship. “I wish I had
known about this stuff in   grade 10”,
she exclaimed.

Laura Day, also a grade 12 student,
felt quite differently. She did not find
the experience at all helpful.  “It was
pretty boring”, said Laura. “There was
nothing  new and the displays weren’t
very interresting.”  Laura also said: “The
representatives of the universities didn’t
really look like they wanted to be there.
Or at least most of them didn’t”.  When
asked if her questions or concerns were
dealt with she revealed that they were
not.  “Most of the books are under my
bed,” Laura explained during the inter-
view. They weren’t very easy to under-
stand, so I gave up.”  Laura later stated
that she felt that if we as students really
wanted the info that we could just go
online and acquire it.  “Most people
were just thankful for being able to get
out of class”, she commented.

Though Drew and Laura have dif-
ferent opinions, the fact still remains that
the HMCS Brunswicker event provided
SJHS students with the chance to meet
university representatives and get at
least some of their questions answered.
The Brunswicker also opened the eyes
of some individuals to the fact that
grades do matter.

Students Visit Brunswicker
by: Ivan Hall

Empty Stocking Fund (continued from page 1)

Cabaret! We all love it and we all look forward to it from September all the way
up to when we’re getting our hair and nails done to get ready for the festive formal
dance. The excitement is sometimes overwhelming. You want the perfect date, the
perfect dress with matching shoes, and a nice picture to capture the moment when
you walk into the door at the Trade and Convention Centre.

The cabaret is a very exciting tradition for most high schools in Saint John and
most have nothing bad to say about the dance. One young lady I spoke to about
the cabaret exclaimed: “ I had so much fun last year I can’t wait to go again this year!
I already have my dress and my hair and make up appointment ready to go.” Some
others spoke of the dinners before the cabaret, the get-togethers after and the
pictures that you carry with you throughout, and even after, high school.

One issue we all seem to worry about one time or another is finding a date. Well
the shocking news is you can also go solo. Going solo is perfect for a lot of people.
You don’t have to stay with one person the entire night; you are free to hang out
with your closest friends; you can pick your dance partners all night and there is no
need to spend all that money on an expensive dinner. Going with a group of friends
is actually lots of fun and a great memory you will share with your friends for years
to come. So next time you are saddened by the thought of going solo to the next
cabaret just ask some friends who don’t have dates either and its guaranteed an
awesome time for all of you.

Cabaret time is once again upon us and as always it is probavly going to be just
as good as the last and maybe even better. For an old tradition it sure is awesome to
have such a huge event to kick off the Christmas holidays! So this year whether
you have a date or you’re going with a group of friends, just remember to have a
good time because these are the best years of our lives.

Christmas
Cabaret

by: Shannon Loatman

For the past 9 years, Harbour Station
has been home to the AHL’s Saint John
Flames. But due to money problems, the
Flames are no more. So what is the answer
to this gaping hole in our city? Many feel
that a UMJHL team is the answer and with
many teams searching the possibilities it did
not happen this year. However another an-
swer was found.

The Saint John Thundercats moved
into Harbour Station in early September and
received a great welcome, seeing 6,000 plus
fans in two games. The Thundercats are part
of the Bas St. Laurent Senior AA Hockey
League. However they will not be part of it
for long; they plan to make national head-
lines once again when they make a run for
the Allan Cup.

Formerly the Lancaster Thundercats,
the team is well known in the city. They have
a vast amount of local talent ranging from
local doctor Todd Lambert to Grand Bay
Home Hardware owner, John Jarvis. Last
year the team played in the Senior A hockey
league and went on to be within inches of
the Allan Cup.

Along with local talent the
Thundercats have massed an amazing
amount of former pro talent. They have a
great number of pro games under their belts,
with players previously suiting up for nu-

merous NHL, AHL, ECHL, and CHL
teams.They have players that were drafted
in all rounds of the NHL draft. “Local or
from away this team knows their goal,” ex-
claimed head coach Gord Craft. “Every
player is focused on the Allan Cup.”

Last year the Thundercats won the
Bolton Cup, a trophy which is now in the
Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto. They then
went on to lose in the semi-finals of the Allan
Cup. The Allan Cup previously was brought
to Saint John by The Vitos in the early 90’s.
“We have learnt from our mistakes, we know
how close we were last year and there is
only one more place to go and that’s the
championship,” Coach Craft proudly said.

The team plays on Saturday nights and
Sunday afternoons. The Cats ticket prices
are reasonable. Adults pay $10.00 while
youths 12 and under pay $5.00. Also the
Thundercats are offering special Family Four
Packs to all five remaining Sunday afternoon
home games. The Thundercats Family Four
pack consists of four seats (two adults and
two children aged 12 or under), four regular
hot dogs, four bottles of pop and two game
programs – all for only $36.00. Senior hockey
has been part of our city for many years so
go out and support the team in their Allan
Cup run.

Thundercats Fill Void
by: Chris Searle
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Almost everyone has had a bad hair
day (a.k.a. bed head), but what about those
cuts or styles or even colours that people
have nightmares about.  For example, one
time I decided to dye my hair  blonde for the
summer and - without going into much de-
tail - I ended up with a bright (some might
even say scary) colour; it was a colour I did
not even know existed.  A lot of other peo-
ple swear they have had the worst hair ever,
while others swear they have always liked
their hair.  From mushroom cuts to mullets, I
have collected the kind of stories that will
send shivers up your spine.

While the mullet was a popular pick for
the boys’ bad hair style, the girls mainly
went with the mushroom cut.  One girl even
told me she “had one for seven years and
the barber actually put a bowl on [her] head
to cut it”.  Another girl who was unfortu-
nate enough to have a mushroom cut said,
“One time the barber cut a chunk out of  my
hair, so it was all the same length except for
one chunk.  It was like when kids try to cut

their Barbie’s hair”.  Fortunately, we can put
those days behind us - for now at least.

Another hair fiend is negligence.  One
girl described her worst hair cut ever: “I had
this old lady cut my hair once and she
[coughed] while cutting my hair.  The next
day I went to school and some [pieces] were
longer [than others]”.  Negligence is no
friend to hair.

A hair gel user told me that when he
started gelling his hair, the hair in front
started falling sideways, resembling a comb-
over.  Fortunately, he now has his gel under
control.

Out of all these stories, I have to say
that an unlucky young man at our school
once had   one of the worst hair cuts ever.
He had his head shaved except for his bangs,
which he kept long.  You may think it is
funny, but remember, people used to look
like this.

Teachers also had looks which are not
as popular today.  For example, Mr. Perry
was almost kicked out of school once for
his long locks. It’s hard to believe now that
Mr. Perry may have once resembled a rebel.

An SJHS teacher once had an afro. That
may not seem so bad, but the teacher was
Mr. Williams.  The uncommon do today, was
once a trend. The last of the hair horror sto-
ries comes from Mr. Bury.  When he was in
high school he had a perm.

The hair styles of the past will always
haunt us, but let’s work together to keep
them in the past.

by: Courtney Bustin

Barber Chair Blues

This just in: Breaking news on what reindeer (Santa’s and regular ones) do on their
364- day vacation. When Santa’s reindeer are on vacation they are normally relaxing at the
North Pole for the first few months, then it is back training again. “ We have to always stay
in shape,” said Rudolph. They are always exercising, one minute they are practicing their
lift off, the next they are flying around  in circles, just in case there is a snowstorm on
Christmas Eve.

The other reindeer that are not Santa’s and do not get to live at the North Pole, live
nearby. They live in northern parts of North America, Asia, and Europe. It is still just as cold
there as it is at the North Pole. Reindeer are about 3 ½ feet tall, which means they are about
the same height as a second grader. While Santa’s reindeers eat carrots on Christmas Eve,
during the year the others eat lichen, which is a moss that grows on the ground. A full-
grown reindeer, can carry up to 300 pounds, which could mean presents, and it is also their
average weight. They can run between 12 and 15 miles an hour pulling a loaded sleigh for
a long time. They do this to practice for the big night. It only comes once a year and it is
their time to shine. Santa always likes to tell people this famous joke. (It’s Rudolph’s
favorite). “What does Santa say to Mrs. Claus when he looks out the window? “Looks like
rain - dear.”

Being a reindeer is a very important job. Whether they are one of Santa’s or a regular
one they deserve respect for their hard work. You may think they are on vacation for 364
days of the year but they are still very busy getting ready for the coming year.

Reindeer and Vacations
by: Melissa Galbraith

All over the world, around this time of
year, people and cultures prepare to cel-
ebrate Christmas in their own unique way.
For every different culture and country
there is a different way of celebrating the
holidays.

In Belgium for instance, on Christmas
Eve families have their big festive meal
which includes “nibbles” (like appetizers),
a starter course like seafood, and the main
course, a stuffed turkey followed by a des-
sert called “la bouche de Noel”(Christmas
log)- a cake made with cream. For breakfast
normally the mother of the family will make
sweet bread, which is in the shape of baby
Jesus. The big guy in the red suit, over in
Belgium is known as Saint Nicholas and he
brings presents on December.6th, which is
known as “Saint Nicholas Day.”

In Finland, Father Christmas is believed
to live in the Northern part of Finland called
Korvantunturi. There are three holy days
of Christmas: Christmas Eve, Christmas Day,
and Boxing Day. Children receive their

Christmas in
Foreign
Lands

presents on Christmas Eve from a male fam-
ily member who is dressed up like Father
Christmas.

In Germany, Father Christmas-Der
Weihnactsmann brings his presents on the
afternoon of Christmas Eve. The Germans
also have an Adventskranz, which is a
wreath with four candles (advent meaning
the four weeks of Christmas). Every Sun-
day the family will light a candle.

When Russia was communist, Christ-
mas was not celebrated very much. New
Years was the holiday that everyone cel-
ebrated. After the fall of communism Christ-
mas was celebrated openly either on De-
cember 25th or January 7th.  The reason the
date January 7th was chosen was because
the Russians still follow the Orthodox
Church and the use the old calendar.

So as you can see there are many dif-
ferent ways to celebrate Christmas. No mat-
ter what nationality you are, Christmas can
be a truly fun time.

by: Lauren Kennedy
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Almost every teen nowadays deals
with stress. This stress could be from
school, work, or even home. The key to
dealing with stress is to find your
own ‘comfort zone’ and retreat back to
it when your plate becomes too full.

An online survey of 3700 teens
showed that, with 41% of the answers,
school is the most common source of
stress. Next comes family life (19%),
closely followed by relationship issues
(17%). The other sources of stress in-
clude: friends (10%), drugs and alcohol
(1%), and teachers (1%). The rest of the
votes were in the ‘other’ category (6%).
This survey shows that school causes
most teen stress.

The big question is how to deal
with the stress. Should you bottle it up
or  wave stressful situations off as
nobig deal? Neither of those answers is
correct. Bottling stress up could result
in an explosion of
feelings, while waving it off could mean
important tasks do not get completed.
There is no right way to deal with stress,
but most people find listening to music
helps, while others would rather simply
count to ten and breathe deeply.

Some ways to help with stress– sug-
gested by SJHS students– are to listen
to music, count to ten and breath deeply,
do some yoga, take a warm bath, or go
for a walk. If none of these suggestions
work for you, then find your own way

to deal with it. If writing makes you
happy, then write. If you play an instru-
ment, then play it. If you sing, then sing
when your stressed out. The point is
that when you feel overwhelmed, take
some time for yourself. Do this and you
won’t feel stressed as much.

Remember that stress affects nearly
everyone and some of these helpful
hints can help you deal with it. It is bet-
ter to take time for yourself and decide
what it important, than to do the small
things first and run out of time. When
the world seems too big, take a break,
relax yourself, and try again, because
you can overcome stressful situations.

by: Courtney Bustin

Student Str ess

Have you ever wondered what it would be like waking up Christmas morning and
receiving a gift for the very first time? The day is fast approaching when children around
the world will wake up to the excitement of brightly wrapped packages under their tree.
While some children will open 20 gifts on Christmas morning, many children around the
world will be overjoyed to receive just one.

There are many helpful organizations that reach out to children in need during Christ-
mas time. Operation Christmas Child is a program that has been very successful for 10
years. It started as a response to the Romanian orphanage situation and has grown to be
the world’s largest Christmas children’s project.

Operation Christmas Child is an outreach ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian
relief and evangelism organization led by Franklin Graham. The project focuses on deliver-
ing gift-filled shoeboxes to children who are victims of war, poverty, disease and famine.
The chief purpose is to send them a message of hope and to share with them the joy of
Christmas and the love of God.

This is a brilliant yet simple opportunity for children and families to send gifts to kids
who would otherwise never receive anything at Christmas. By taking an average size
shoebox, covering it with wrapping paper and filling it with sweets, toys and school sup-
plies, we can demonstrate that they are thinking of those less fortunate than themselves.
It’ s a simple, hands-on project that helps us focus on the true meaning of Christmas.

Along with other schools and churches in the community, Saint John High School has
been participating in this program for a number of years. The number of shoeboxes col-
lected from the school varies from year to year depending on how many students and
teachers contribute to this cause. There are over 50,000 volunteers that help make this
project possible. Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has distributed more than 13 mil-
lion shoebox gifts to children in 80 countries around the world. Their goal this year is to fill
even more than the 6 million collected last year.

Operation Christmas Child is a worthwhile cause that everyone should consider at
Christmas time. Try and imagine the face of a little boy or girl who just received your gifts.
If a gift was donated from every person there would be many happy children waking up on
Christmas morning. For such a small contribution on our part, we can help make a child’s
Christmas dream come true.

Operation:
Christmas

Child

by: Kendra Bonner

When the time comes for beautiful
lights and a luscious green tree with strands
popcorn wound around it, I have none of
this. Neither do the other students who are
part of the Jewish community at Saint John
High school.

At this time of year, we celebrate
Chanukah, a holiday that lasts for eight
days. The eight days represent how long
the oil burned for the Jews when an army
destroyed their temple. The Jews were left
with nothing but the light that stayed with
them for eight days. Nowadays, every night,
for eight days we open a present. Mind you,
when we celebrate the holiday, the present
side of it has no significant purpose. It’s
just a way of celebrating the event.

Lately people have been asking me
about Chanukah. Some people have misun-

derstandings about it. For example: some
seem to think there are fourteen days of
Chanukah when there are only eight. Don’t
ask me why they think that because up to
this day I still don’t know. Also, in my reli-
gion we wear a beanie on our head called a
yulmulka which people always refer to as
“the little hat”. I take no offence from this.
Really, in a nutshell, people in this school
have no idea what Chanukah and the es-
sence of Chanukah really are and I hope
this article will help some students and
adults get a better understanding of the
holiday and how it works.

Another point I would like to make
about Chanukah is that for some reason
people seem to think that we are spoiled on
these eight days by getting tons of presents
each day. People better get a reality check
because we, like everybody else, have a lim-
ited amount of money. So, no, we do not get
tons of presents like some think but prob-
ably just the same amount as everybody
else. During these eight days of celebration
I come to school. If I really wanted to miss
school I could stay out for the week but I
would be at the Jewish church, the syna-
gogue, and yes we wear “our little hats” in
the synagogue while praying.

Chanukah is one of the lower holi-
days in the Jewish year and is not nearly
as important as Christmas is to Chris-
tians. Chanukah is a celebration intended
to bring people together to have a good
time. To all a Merry Chanukah and to
all a Good Night!

MINORITY  V.S. MAJORITY
by: Brian Tremblay
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The lights were dimmed, and the music was cued. Smoke crept up over the stage and
a mysterious floating object descended from the ceiling emanating lights. From behind,
slinking down the aisles with glowing green eyes were the cats….

The Saint John community was blessed by the arrival of the cast and crew of Cats the
Musical, November 18th and 19th. Arriving from New York at the Imperial Theatre, they put
on a show like none ever seen before in Saint John. Both performances were sold out and
a waiting list formed for those who weren’t lucky enough to get tickets. This was with good
reason as the show was one of the most spectacular ever performed at Imperial.

With a dramatic beginning the cast and crew delivered for the entire evening right up
to the climatic ending. Tap dancing cockroaches, pirate ships and thieving cats were all
part of the entertaining show. It is difficult to choose
between the dancing samurai that invade Growltiger’s
ship, the magical Mistoffelees or the numerous other
numbers which part was the best. They were all lively
and exciting with vivid costumes and intricate chore-
ography. The impressive lights, set and most impor-
tantly the expertise of the cast all made this night one
to remember.

The lighting in the production was stunning,
using a mixture of colorful stringed lights, strobe
lights and sudden flashes when necessary. The set
looked real enough to touch and had many holes for
the ‘cats’ to disappear into. Most important though
was the capacity of the actors to embody their char-
acters. Not only did they look like cats but they also adopted their movements and behaviors.
The singing and choreography was bewildering and performed without a flaw. Grizabella’s
— performed by Anne Brummel—final rendition of  “Memory” was enough to send a
collective shiver up and down the spines of the audience.

Mr. Salmon who attended the performance was very impressed with the show; “I
enjoyed it…its very entertaining and fast moving…the dancers are very cat like.” This was
the general consensus of the audience; not a negative comment could be found. Mr.
McGowan, a Saint John High School teacher, hailed it, “Absolutely fantastic! The dancing
is great, better than the video and the voices were superb.” “The lights and set were
amazing,” cited Mr. Taylor, another satisfied audience member. The production undoubt-
edly received a standing ovation.

Composed by Andrew Lloyd Webber, Cats premiered at the New London Theatre on
May 11, 1981. Since then it has become one of the world’s longest running and most
successful shows. With it’s catchy songs and eye catching dancing, the performance at
the Imperial leaves not doubt in the mind as to why it has been so successful…It is simply
Mmmarrvelous.

Absolutely Purrfect
by: Jackie Taylor

It has been said that deep in the heart
of the uptown jungle you can hear those
greyhounds rumble. I, Professor Dory, have
been asked to study the strange habits and
rituals of this fascinating species of “SJHS
Greyhounds”. On my journey, I visited a
place they call “Saint John High School”.
There, I  discovered a ritual performed by
these “Greyhounds” every year; a ritual
filled with such intense emotion and energy
it nearly blew me away. This ritual is called
“the musical”.

During the preparation for this extraor-
dinary event these “Greyhounds” fill the
halls of their fortress and begin singing and
dancing. One by one, occasionally in
groups, they enter a hidden chamber to be
judged by two great leaders: Skariestaire
Blok and Sweetntuff Gallagher. Some come
out as if they are walking on air, while oth-
ers seem to drag their spirits on the ground
behind them. When all is done, the corri-
dors are left with only the remembrance of
the music that once filled them and the hope
for something more.

Now, what does all of this mean? How
could we understand a preparation for a

The Greyhound Rumble: Musical

ritual we know nothing about? To answer
this, I had to further my research. Deeper
into Saint John High School I went until
one of the great leaders of the Greyhound
tribe, Gallagher, explained this ritual to me.
Apparently, this ritual is not used for
worshiping the Gods, it is used for enter-
tainment and pleasure. Each year a differ-
ent legend is chosen to present in song for
all to see. When I asked of the legend cho-
sen for this year, Greyhounds came from
every nook and corner and began to chant
softly and then more loudly: “Chicago, Chi-
cago..”. Then they burst into songs about
love and jazz, razzle-dazzling all who can hear.
Before I could ask any more they wandered
off into the distance and I lost sight of them.

Clearly a highly advanced species, the
Greyhounds have caught the attention of
scientists around the world. Who are these
creatures that sing and dance? What is the
story of Chicago? Who will tell the story of
each character within the story? This infor-
mation is not available due to incomplete
preparation for the ritual, but keep an eye
out for the next Vitalis to find out more!

by: Professor Dory (aka Dorothy Eggenberger)

You could see the dedication in the
eyes of the cast members. The audience en-
joyed the performance very much. “The
actors made a very dedicated performance,
and it was very funny,” commented Jamie
Doyle. In my opinion the play was very well
performed and it was one of the best com-
edies I have ever seen here at SJHS. My
advice is to be careful after you eat a chicken
heart because there may be wedding bells
ringing when you shake a boy’s hand.

Meet me in St. Louis was the second
drama production held at SJHS this year. It
was performed on December 4, 5 and 6th in
the Dennis Knibb Auditorium. The play was
about a regular family, with 5 children and 2
parents living in a wonderful house in St.
Louis. The two oldest girls, Ester (Danika
Smit) and Rose (Sarah Black), were inter-
ested in the boys, Fred (Charlie Godsoe)
and John (Matt McCluskey). The young-

Meet Me In St. Louis
by: Melissa Galbraith

est girls Agnes (Jaclyn Phillips) and Tootie
(Mary-Claire Sanderson) were always a
handful of trouble, especially Tootie.
Tootie’s problems are mostly dealing with
Mrs. Waughop (Jessica Haynes) and an ac-
cident with a derailment of a train. Mr. Smith
(Chris  Kierstead) is asked by his boss, Mr.
Dodge (J.P. Davis) to have his family move
to New York. Mrs. Smith (Emily Hayter) and
the children are very upset. Rose the oldest
of the children accidentally has a few words
with her father’s boss. Mr. Dodge decides
to fire Mr. Smith and move Mr. Duffy
(Tommy Shannon)  up in the business
world. In the end Mr. Dodge requests that
Mr. Smith come back to work with better
pay included.

The play concludes as the whole fam-
ily and their dates watch the fireworks from
the world fair and enjoy their lives in good
old St. Louis.
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The final football game was indeed an
historic event. After a perfect 10-0 season,
our SJHS Football Greyhounds captured the
AA provincial championship. As a matter
of fact, this is the first year any Saint John
team has done so. After the long battle with
the HVHS Vikings, our Greyhounds have
secured the desired AA Championship ban-
ner.

The action in the beginning of the game
was almost discouraging. Harbourview
scored the first touchdown during the first
quarter. Before halftime however, the tides
had turned with Joe Storey scoring a touch-
down, bringing the score to a tie of 6-6. “I
was just trying to concentrate on what I
had to do to get the job done...(and try to
keep my hands warm),” says Bruce Dryer.

In the third quarter things began to
really turn around for our Greyhounds. Our
team burst into the lead with Peter Shaw
scoring a touchdown on a 4 yard run, and
with a conversion by Bruce Dryer bringing

the score to 13-6. Bruce Dryer says he only
doubted the outcome one time, “After our
first drive when Harbourview intercepted a
pass and then their offence almost scored
on that drive, I knew we were in for a
dogfight.”

The game was down to its final mo-
ments. During the last two minutes, our team
flew ahead even further in the lead, with
Piers Doiron scoring a touchdown to bring
the final score to 19-6. The crowds exploded
with enthusiastic ferocity as Saint John High
School captured the provincial banner. “It
was an awesome feeling. Before then, I had
never won an important championship
game. I had always ended up on the losing
side in the championship game so it was an
amazing feeling,” says Bruce Dryer.

Congratulations again to the SJHS
Football team. This amazing squad of ath-
letes has astounded us with their flawless
10-0 season and championship title. This
season will be a difficult thing to match next
year, and that is for sure.

Provincial Football Champs
by: Curtis LeBlanc

Once again as the cold weather sets in
and the snow starts to fall, Saint John High
School is organizing their annual ski/
snowboarding team. Every Tuesday after
school all the skiers and boarders load their
equipment on the S.M.T bus and travel to
Poley Mountain in Sussex.

Once they arrive at the mountain, the
skiers and boarders get all bundled up and
ready to hit the slopes. The first night at
Poley they are tested on their skills and put
into groups where they have lessons with
instructors every Tuesday to prepare them
for the big “race night”.

The ski team is organized and chaper-
oned by Mr. Perry but there are always other
teachers helping out. The students are re-
quired to pay for their lift tickets and bus
fee. They should also obtain their own
equipment. Every year since the ski team
was first organized, there has been enough

SKI &
SNOWBOARD

 by: Jessica Johnson

students to completely fill the bus and some-
times, if there are more students on the team
than the bus can hold, some have to ride on
the STM’S bus.

The SJHS ski team has been and most
likely will continue to be a very successful
and a very much-anticipated SJHS extra cur-
ricular activity. Good luck to all skiers and
boarders on the team this year.

Well, here we go again. Another
basketball season has started up
boys and girls. You know that sport
where they throw that ball in that
hoop thingy? No one really knows
why, but it’s fun to watch! It’s one of
the longest school sport seasons.
The seniors’ girls had a good turn
out for tryouts. We only lost one
player. It was a tough team to make
but everyone tried their hardest and
I think it showed.  Mr. Hughes picked
up a few new players and the team
ended up with 14 players altogether.

The team consists of Coaches:
Mr. Hughes and Allie McGill, Sen-
iors: Lindsay Church (captain),
Sharon Johnston, Kelly Sherman, Katelyn King, Maggie Pitts, Becky McAloney,
Bronwyn Kierstead, Daniel Smith, Katrina Mackinnon, Meagan Haddad, and Rookies:
Jill Blanchard, Diana Debly, Emily Stackhouse, Jessica McGrath.

The practices are hard but we know what we want and we are going for it. There
have been three tournaments that we have been a part of and from the looks of it we are
going to give teams a good run! The team hopes to have good crowds at all our games.
Someone needs to keep our lonely #1 fan Mr. Keaveney company! So please come out
and support your SJHS basketball players whether it is boys or girls, preferably girls!

Can’t wait for the big memorial game we took it last year and I have a feeling we
could take it this year. I wasn’t really impressed with the sprit last year and where were
the red and grey colors? We can do better this year! I asked other people, what they
thought about last year’s game. One comment was: “I think St Mac’s took it last year
with sprit, when they came in all red and white we knew the big game was on!”  Hope-
fully it’ s marked off on everyone’s calendar!

by: Sharon Johnston

Hoop It UP!

Jawsh

I had volunteered to write an article about students who suffered broken bones, so I
asked Dave Greenslade if I could interview him on this topic. He agreed, telling me he had
undergone a “huge” surgery. I assumed the surgery was about broken bones but it turned
out to be something to do with an in-grown toenail which had nothing to do with the topic.

Eventually I got somewhat more relevant information out of Dave. He has had four
broken bones, that he can remember. Mighty Dave has broken his middle finger. It is still
deformed because he did not wear a wrap. His friends made fun of the wrap and they told
him to be a man so he took it off.

He also broke his pinky in half and, after hitting his foot several times on a coffee table,
he broke his toe! After a number of times stubbing his toe, he never thought to move this
coffee table. Dave said: “ You’d think by the 6th time hitting it I would have moved it!”

At this point, while recalculating his history of broken bones, he decided to jump off
topic a bit. He told me a story about a friend who was moving to another house and was
sitting on the edge of the moving van on a couch. He fell off onto the ground and suffered
a compound fracture. Now, Dave never told me where the break was, instead he just sat
there saying over and over: “Ohh god.” Just thinking about it made him quiver.

Suddenly, Dave just stopped, out of no where, and said: “That’s it.” The interview was
over. I was confused and worried about my story but then I remembered that this was Dave
Greenslade and any story published about this man would catch the attention of every
student in SJHS.

A Broken Man
by: Brian Tremblay
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Poley Renovations
by: Jessica Johnson

For years now skiers,
snowboarders and
snowbladers have traveled
to Sussex N.B to ski or
snowboard at Poley Moun-
tain. Poley Mountain is the
only ski hill that is fairly
close to Saint John other
then Crabbe Mountain
which is in Fredericton N.B..
Poley is a well-respected and
reliable hill. Its many mem-

bers and customers enjoy it’s atmosphere, trails and also it’s friendly staff. Poley has
11 fantastic trails, which include green trails (beginner), blue trails (intermediate) and
black trails (expert or advanced).

 In the lodge, there is a lounge area that includes the Mountain Cafe which is the
cafeteria at Poley with a wide assortment of foods and beverages. There is a ski rental
shop on the main floor; and there is a sports retail store where you can purchase such
items as goggles, hats, toe & hand warmers, helmets, sunglasses etc. On the upstairs
floor there is a bar and restaurant (Fireside Lounge) with seating and a fireplace and
also on the upstairs floor there are meeting rooms and office rooms. On the bottom
floor there is a ski repair store and public washrooms.

Just recently Poley has made some renovations to the lodge and also added
some new trails to the hill. I talked to Frank Johnston who is a ski instructor at Poley
and also a carpenter. He was kind enough to inform me of the new renovations to the
hill. Starting in the spring of last year, in a process that took up to 8-9 months, the
manager, staff and carpenters looked over the old lodge and hired an architect to
come in. He took the present lodge, expanded the foundation, added to the main floor,
upstairs, cafeteria, rental shop, office space, ski repair shop, the bar, the meeting
rooms, and washrooms.

It is all finally coming to completion in January this year. When asked if the
renovations have improved the hill, Mr. Johnston answered: ”Yes, but to the point
where we might need to add on again because it’s becoming so popular and the space
might become limited.” When I asked him if he liked what they have done, Mr.Johnston
replied: ”Yes I do. A lot of people think that the hill isn’t functional and on the other
hand a lot of people think it is. I guess you just can’t please everyone but I think it’s
an improvement considering Poley’s status.

Steroids are man-made substances related to male sex hormones. There are many
different types of steroids. Why would someone want to take drugs to make themselves
superior when it’s illegal and has a lot of consequences? Steroids are manly used in sports
to improve athletes’ performance. They were first noticed in the 1950’s.

My opinion of steroids is they are uncalled for. You are just doing your body harm in
the long run. In society today I can see why people would be tempted to use them, it’s such
a competitive world and the mind set is that bigger is better.  If you’re not a starter then you
must not be good enough. Instead of working harder and practicing, people turn to ster-
oids as the answer to improve. Then as they hit university coaches may have something to
do with kids turning to steroids, because on sports teams they push really hard and turn to
the stronger bigger ones to be starters. They put it in kids’ heads that you have to be big
to start. I’m not saying that is always the case but it sometimes is. “It’s not healthy for your
body, there is no need for someone to use them,” said Carolyn. “ I don’t think people
should use steroids but I can see why people would turn to them,” said Matt.

Here are some statistics on steroids. 2.5 percent of male 12th graders use anabolic
steroids. (“Anabolic” refers to muscle building.) What can happen to people who use
them? For GUYS—shrinking of the testicles, reduced sperm count, infertility, baldness,
development of breasts, and increased risk for prostate cancer. FOR GIRLS—growth of
facial hair, male-pattern baldness, changes in or cessation of the menstrual cycle, enlarge-
ment of the clitoris, and a deepened voice.

Being an athlete myself I still don’t see why someone would want to do that to their
body just to be good in sports. How can you feel good about yourself after using them to
win a sporting event when really it wasn’t you that won it? In the world of sport you will get
tested for the usage of them and there will be bad consequences. There are other solutions.

Bigger But Not Better!
by: Sharon Johnston

Bruce Dryer is one of those people who sets a goal and works hard to achieve it.Bruce’s
main achievements have been in sports.

He has been interested in sports ever since he was five years old. He played T-Ball for
three years starting when he was five, then later on advanced to Little League Baseball
which he played for four years.

As time went on and Bruce reached his Junior High years he took interest in such
sports as soccer, basketball and track & field. Bruce started playing soccer in grade six,
playing defense and every year after that played midfield up until grade 12 when he played
forward and midfield. Soccer was a main priority for Bruce and he got far playing it. He
played it every year for the schools and every summer with the summer soccer
programs.Also Bruce played basketball for one year in grade eight at Princess Elizabeth
School and joined the track & field team. He ran in the 100 m relay and the 200 m races.
Bruce was voted Athlete of the Year at Princess Elizabeth.

When Bruce reached highschool he was still playing soccer but he also gained inter-
est in different sports such as volleyball, football and rugby. He has played rugby for two
years as well as football. He plays center in rugby and says: ”Rugby is a lot more physi-
cally demanding then football. There is constant running.” Bruce has sustained such
injuries as a cracked rib and a separated shoulder from rugby. Football is the best sport
according to Bruce. He started playing in grade 11 and has been an all-star player for the
past two years.He plays free safety and is an outstanding kicker as well. Bruce and seven
other all-star players travelled to Moncton for an all-star banquet where they recieved
certificates. The SJHS football team won Provincial Championships this year and that was
quite an accomplishment.

When he graduates, Bruce hopes to get a scholarship to go away and play football.

Sports Enthusiast
by Jessica Johnson

Broken Bones

Most of us hope to never experience
the pain and agony of a broken bone in our
lifetime. Others, unfortunately, haven’t been
so lucky. In the fall of 1992, during the Cal-
edonia Cup a rugby player nameed Steve
Stuart, a former SJHS student, was tackled
extremely high. He broke his jaw, but didn’t
know the extent of his injury. When he went
to the doctor, the doctor asked him to take
out his dentures. His wife replied that he
didn’t wear dentures. He had dislodged his
jaw to such an extent that it was literally
just hanging from his head.

by: Mike Thompson
•There are 336 dimples on a regulation
American golf ball, 330 on the British.

•The original name given to the game of
volleyball was Mintonette!

•In 1998, the most popular sports in
Canada were: golf,  hockey, baseball, and
swimming.

• The YoYo started out as a weapon in
the Philippine Islands in the 16th cen-
tury. It weighed four pounds and had a
20 foot cord. It was introduced to the
United States as a toy in 1929.

•What is big, green, has four legs, fuzzy
and if it were to fall out of a tree would
kill you!?!

Give up? It's a pool table!

•Volleyball is the most popular sport
played in American nudist camps.

•In the beginning all cheerleaders were
men.

•Nowadays basketball and rugby balls
are made from synthetic material. Ear-
lier,  pigs' bladders were used.

Fun FactsFun FactsFun FactsFun FactsFun Facts
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We’ve all see them…movies that
“bit the big one”. That’s right, you’ve
seen ‘em and you hated ‘em. The movie
industry has given us plenty of good
movies, but for about every three good
movies, we get a sad excuse of a movie
“coming to a theater near you.” I have
come here today to warn you about
some of these movies that you should
watch out for.

“Jeepers Creepers” for one. A
brother (Justin Long) and sister (Gina
Philips) return home during college
break and discover some kind of scary
creature in the basement of a church.
Doesn’t that sound like the best movie
in the world? Because it’s not…In fact,
it’ s far from it. So I asked Sharon
Johnston what her view of this movie
was and she agreed with me: “First of
all there really was no plot; it just
seemed like they were going  for the
scary movie theme. And the ending, they
ended it that way just so they could
make another one.” She went on to say
“Also I’m not the biggest scary movie
fan.” Now for those of you who have
not seen this movie…don’t. I am a fan
of horror movies and to this horror fan
this was more of a comedy than horror.
Now I know lots of you have seen this
movie, especially now that “Jeepers
Creepers 2” came out just last summer,
but you can’t change the past. Sorry.

The next on the list of movies that
“bit the big one” is “Extreme Ops”. This

Wanted:
Good Movies

movie is about a group of skiers and
snowboarders who somehow manage to
stop a group of Russian terrorists who
set up base camp in the Austrian Alps.
Now when this movie came out I was
thinking “Hey I like to ski, and I like ac-
tion movies.” This was neither. I asked
Josh Maher what he thought and he had
this to say: “BORING! The whole story
was very boring. And where did the
Russians come from? I mean where did
they come from and why were they
there?” and he went on to say “The
stunts they did were unbelievable, like
who skateboards on a train? Give me a
break!” All in all Josh said he’d give
this movie “maybe” about one 1/4 of a
star if he was feeling generous.

Finally, last and well, least, we have
“The Time Machine”. This is a remake
of the 1960 movie based on the novel
by H.G. Wells, which is about a man in
the 1890s who builds a time machine that
sends him farther and farther into the
future. Eventually he finds himself
800,000 years into the future. Now I
know what you’re all
thinking…”Sounds like a pretty sweet
movie!” Well it’s not.  Jeff Cyer gave me
his opinion on this film. With a very con-
fused look Jeff tried to tell me why he
didn’t like this movie and had this to
say: “I don’t really remember that
movie. It’s hard to remember it because
there was nothing really good enough
to remember.” He then added: “I can’t
remember that much of it but that’s be-
cause it’s not that great of a movie.” I
will say that this movie did have a few
great action scenes, but they were very
rare. I, like others, went to see this at the
theater and this is no lie…it felt like this
movie was about twenty minutes. This
is a must NOT see for anyone.

So there you have it, these three
movies really did “bit the big one”. If
anyone out there has any movies that
they think should be on the list of movie
that “bite the big one”. Feel free to give
your opinion to one of our editors so
that your opinion will be in the next is-
sue of “The Vitalis”. Beware of these
movies…now you’ve been warned.

Sky observers long ago believed that the sun and planets moved across the sky each
year. The planets always traveled along the same path around this earth. The Greeks
named this the zodiac. It was divided by astrologers into twelve equal sections. Each is
associated with a constellation and a time of year. Astrologers use the sun and planets
to make predictions. Also they determine the personalities of people born under the
different signs. The characteristics were developed thousands of years ago but have
significantly elaborated over time. These are the basic characteristics associated with
each sign.

(March 21 to April 19) Aries the Ram: You are characterized as independent, creative,
energetic, enthusiastic and impatient. Aries are said to be aggressive and quick tem-
pered.

(April 20 to May 20) Taurus the Bull: Reserves of strength and stamina that’s you! Just
like a bull you can be stubborn but reliable, artistic and dependable.

(May 21 to June 20) Gemini the Twins: Even if you don’t have a twin Geminis are
versatile, lively, clever and articulate. Also Geminis are devoted to their families.

(June 21 to July 22) Cancer the Crab: Crabby lately? Just like the crab, Cancers are hard
on the outside, but soft on the inside. They are considered to be intuitive, sympathetic,
moody and imaginative.

(July 23 to August22) Leo the Lion: Just like the king of the jungle, Leos are brave,
dominating and crave a lot of attention. As a Leo you are confident, dramatic and
outgoing.

(August 23 to September 22) Virgo the Virgin: Virgos are associated with an image of a
young maiden. As a Virgo you are considered diligent, attentive to details and you tend
to be a perfectionist.

(September 23 to October 22) Libra the Scales: Just like a scale, Libras are balanced in
their thoughts and emotions. Libras are stylish, romantic and indecisive.

(October 23 to November 22) Scorpio the Scorpion: Like a scorpion, Scorpios strike
when the time feels right. They are quick and bold, passionate and secretive.

(November 23 to December 21) Sagittarius the Ar cher: Adventurous, high-spirited
Sagittarians love sports, animals and certainly the outdoors.

(December 22 to January 19) Capricorn the Goat: Like goats, Capricorns are stable, able
to butt away obstacles and leap over dangers. (And you thought goats were lame!) As a
goat you are ambitious, disciplined and materialistic.

(January 20 to February 18) Aquarius the Water Bearer: Visualized as a person carrying
a water jug, an Aquarians is helpful, friendly and original.

(February 19 to March 20) Pisces the Fish: Fish love water and that’s you Pisces.
Swimming is definitely something you enjoy. You are disorganized, impractical and
imaginative.

The Signs of the Zodiac
by: Monique Theriault

What you’ll need:
½ cup butter, ½ cup molasses, 2 squares of unsweetened chocolate, 2 ½ cups of all-purpose
flour, 2/3 cup of white sugar, 1 tsp of baking powder, 1 tsp ground ginger, ¼ tsp salt, ¼ cup
of milk, 1/3 cup granulated sugar for decoration, ½ tsp baking soda
Directions
1. Combine butter or margarine, molasses and unsweetened chocolate in the top of a double
boiler. Heat until chocolate melts. Stir until smooth.
2. Sift together flour, 2/3 cup of sugar, baking powder, baking soda, ginger and salt. Stir in
melted chocolate mixture and milk. Mix well. Chill until firm.
3. Roll dough into 1-inch balls. Roll balls into sugar. Place on an ungreased cookie sheet.
4. Bake at 375 F (190 C) for 10 minutes.
Makes 18 servings

Chocolate Gingerbread Cookies
by: Lauren Kennedy and Melissa Galbraith

Ah yes… there’s that age old question
again: “Does Seann William Scott or
Angelina Jolie look better on the big screen
or on the regular 27” inch screen in the com-
fort of your own home?” Well that should
be an easy one, but I’m going to find the
deeper meaning to try to answer the ques-
tion of which is better,  movies in the thea-
tre or movies at home?

It’s a Friday night and either you just
got off work or you’re just sitting around
bored at home and all you want to do is
hang out with your friends. So what’s the
first thing you think of? Answer: “Let’s go
to the movies!” So you hop in the car, meet
your friends, and head down to the local
cinemas. Why did you choose the movie
theatre?

One reason could be that you’re all
about sound quality. Why sit at home and
listen to a movie through a tiny television
speaker when you could go watch the movie
and feel like you’re actually there because
the sound is so good. Through the years
theatres have kept improving. They went
from absolute silence and black and white,
to IMAX with Dolby digital surround
sound! What an improvement! “When
you’re at the movie theatre you get the ex-
perience of the movie itself. That certain
movie house feel,” says Chris Kierstead

Another reason could be the picture
quality itself. On the big screen the

characters are ten times as huge as they
would be on your television. Why would
you want to wait months before a movie
that you really wanted to see came out on
video or DVD, when you could see it live, in
person (sort of)? Oh the many possibilities…

On the other side there is the whole
money issue. Ten dollars just to see an hour
and a half to two-hour movie is a little pricey.
So instead there is always the option of rent-
ing a movie from your local convenience
store and while you’re there pick up a  $3.99
box of popcorn. Yes the food is a lot cheaper
outside the theatres. Even the floors are a
lot cleaner at home than at the theatres, or
are they? Another bonus of renting movies
at home is the fact that if you miss some-
thing, that good ol’ rewind button is always
there for you. With a click, you can rewind
to the part you missed or fast forward
through the parts you don’t like. “ I like
renting movies because I enjoy the older
movies rather than the new ones and it’s
better to sit at home in your pajamas and
watch them,” says Erin Slovitt.

I suppose when it really comes down
to it, there is no definite answer to which is
better. I personally believe that the movie
theatres are better than renting movies over-
all but it depends. I guess they all have their
ups and downs so you’ll just have to de-
cide for yourself.

by:  Lauren Kennedy
Theatres vs Rentals

by: Matt Sherwood
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Dear Thomas: I am a lamp. My light bulb is slowly burning away, but my owner just
keeps turning me on and off, ignoring my waning bulb. I know it’s near death, but I’m
not sure if I’m ready to be bulb less. How do I convey my situation to those that I light
upon? - Lonely Lamp

Dear Lonely Lamp: To begin, flicker constantly while your owner is nearby. Then
randomly turn off, making him fear that you have burnt out. Making him think that
you should be replaced. Hopefully, you will not flicker too much, and be judged
defective and be replaced. That would be horrible, and it happened to another lamp
friend of mine… he was never been the same after going through the garbage
compactor. Good luck with your difficult quest, good lamp.

Dear Rachel:   I have had the same friends since I began high school, but since I
started going out with my boyfriend, I haven’t been spending as much time with them
as I used to and I think that maybe my friends might be jealous or feel left out.  How
can I let them know that I still want to have fun with them even though I have a
boyfriend?~ Torn between friendship and love at SJHS

Dear torn between friendship and love: I want you to know that you are not the only
one who worries about this type of scenario.  Many high school students struggle
with balancing friends and relationships without leaving one or the other out.  Friends
will always be there for you if they are true friends, however that doesn’t mean that
you should betray them and come back only if there are problems you want to talk to
them about or if you and your boyfriend break up.  Remember, they will be the people
you come back to for comfort.  Try to set aside some “girl time” where you can go out
shopping or have a sleepover and gossip all night long.  You can still spend lots of
time with your boyfriend, but just remember to include your friends also.  This doesn’t
mean that your friends, your boyfriend and you have to all hang out together, but as
long as you can give some attention to both your friends and your boyfriend, that’s
as good as you can possibly do.  After all, you were bound to eventually have a
relationship with someone and things have to change when that time comes!

One of the most important television
series to ever be turned into a movie series
is Band of Brothers. There is a story to be
told about the 506th Parachute Regiment, 101st

Airborne Division. The men of Easy Com-
pany are the 5th out of 9 Companies in this
Regiment. These brave few are the finest
Company in the Regiment and their story is
told through their own experiences.

The only way I could begin this story
is when Easy is in training at Camp Toccoa
where they endure many months of harsh
training to become the finest company. Cap-
tain Sobel is hard on all the men by making
them climb Currahee, which is a mountain-
ous terrain that entails climbing 3 miles up 3
miles down in full pt gear. When Sobel is
found in the field with the men he seems to
have lost all field experience, which creates
uneasiness between himself and his men.
Lt. Winters who retains a lot of respect and
admiration has found himself in a conflict
with Captain Sobel, but the men that de-

Advice Column
 Tommy Shannon
Rachel Legere

#1 Review
by: Dave Greenslade

spise the Captain put up a protest stating
that they will hand in their stripes if they
have to follow that man into battle because
of his inexperience in the field. Now the men
depart to Albourne England to prepare for
the invasion of Europe. A few weeks before
the drop, they depart to Uppottery, Eng-
land to finish their training. June 6,1944, Lt.
Winters and his men board the plane for the
eventual invasion. When they land Lt. Win-
ters is acting commander and his first mis-
sion is to take out German artillery at
Brecourt Manor where Winters lost his first
man in battle.

After Winters reunites with the rest of
Easy Company he has to lead a very tedi-
ous mission on a Dutch dike, resulting in a
huge victory. Winters gets promoted to
Battalion Executive Officer. Easy Company
is now shipped out to fight in the coldest
place they could ever imagine. To make it
even worse, the men were not equipped with
winter gear. “When it’s a cold night out and
I go to bed with my wife I always say, I’m
glad I’m not at Bastogne,”saysCarl C.
Lipton. After Easy has held their part of the
allied lines in the forest of Foy, they have
lost a few of their great soldiers  Easy Com-
pany has defied the odds by holding the
forefront at the Battle of The Bulge They
liberated the Dutch and Captured Hitler’s
eagles nest.

To truly experience the full impact of
Easy, buy or rent the series today. Mme
Lewell says it is: “the greatest history se-
ries ever!”

Through out time there has been one question that has dominated mankind. That
question being who is better Batman or Robin? To answer this question I went out to see
what the students thought on this topic. I did a survey of fifty Saint John High School
students on different aspects of the dynamic duo. I asked questions concerning one liners,
costumes, use of technology, fighting, personality, intelligence and who is just better
overall. Here are the results:

Batman Robin
One Liners 26% 74%
Costumes 70% 30%
Technology Use 90% 10%
Fighting 80% 20%
Personality 20% 80%
Intelligence 78% 22%

Best Overall 64% 36%
Overall it looks like Batman is the victor in this poll as he won 5 of the seven categories by
an average of 50.8%. We should give Robin some credit nonetheless. It is quite unusual for
a sidekick to rise above the main star and in two of the seven categories he did by a
landslide. Although Batman won,  the two characters are a lot closer match than most of the
polls suggest. In the Best Overall rating it was a closer match as Batman only defeated
Robin by 26%. The two characters both have their different strong points and their weak
points but are they are still two of the greatest fictional characters ever thought up.

Batman Vs. Robin Old School
by: Jeff  Cyr

As a student here at SJHS, I know all about assemblies.  I know that they can be fun, entertaining, a good
use of time, and a delight to go to.  I also know that they can be a bore to go to.  In my opinion, assemblies here
at Saint John High School leave much to be desired.

When I go to an assembly I like to laugh. If the assemblies had more movies/slideshows they would be
much better.  One student was heard to say, “The assemblies need to be funnier.”  Many students agree with
me on this idea.  Also I think Ausaf should have more jokes at the start of each assembly.  It is a good way to
get the crowd’s attention and it is just plain funny.

Many students also think that the assemblies are taken for granted. Students often skip the class when
assemblies are to be held. Concerned student Matt Morrell had this to say: “Well in my opinion, and I speak
for the whole student body, I think that the assemblies at our fair school are underrated. Many people take
these opportune assemblies for granted.  They only have concern for them because they can get out of class
and not do work.”    The students here at SJHS should have more respect for the SRC, the teaching staff, and
everyone else who speaks at school assemblies.

Some times the assemblies are a complete waste of time.  We all get out of class and go to the auditorium
for announcements that we could get over the PA system.  For some unknown reason the SRC/teachers think
we need to get out of class for a few little things.  This is a waste of time that we could be using to learn.

School assemblies here at Saint John High School have gone down hill since I was in grade 9. They are
boring and a waste of time.  If they do not get better we may see an even larger number of students skipping
class so they don’t have to go to boring assemblies.

School Assemblies
by: Justin Granger


